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COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
In light of the Pandemic and to help reduce touch points, please follow these guidelines when picking up your copy of BScene!
• Take your copy when you’re about to leave the store
• Try not to handle other papers
• Please Do Not put papers back in the pile (take it home or recycle it when you’re finished)
• And as always, keep washing your hands and wearing your masks!
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BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca
As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes
unique online content throughout each month
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

The BSCENE Team
Spring has sprung and Summer is just around the corner as we celebrated local food
with Elberta Farms last month. A special thanks to Elberta Farms and all our local
growers for keeping us fed with healthy produce!

BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.
Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printing for years. After its closing,
we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.
From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our
grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers

Special thank you to Heritage Canada and the Canadian Periodical Fund,
Special Measures for Journalism for their recent support and grant funding.

for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program
with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised through this
fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used
in their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting

519-752-3151
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FEMALE LEADERSHIP HELPS STUDENTS GROW AT D & D UNITED MARTIAL ARTS
Family testimonials sing organization’s praises
The Greens say Colton has grown from a shy six-year-old who was
bullied at school into a strong, disciplined 12 year old, who now
helps the younger martial arts students.

Edited by
YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com

They feel the training their sons receive at the dojo enhance
positive attitudes, ultimately helping with any challenges they may
face in life.
Amanda and Ben Patterson enrolled their eldest daughter Amara
at D & D five years ago, where they say she excelled at learning
complicated katas and weapons.
The Pattersons say Amara looks up to Sensei Kelsey and “loves”
their one-on-one training.

Three area families are crediting training at D & D United Martial
Arts in helping their children become stronger, more confident and
disciplined individuals.

team, which provided the opportunity to compete in tournaments
in Mexico, Jamaica and Costa Rica.
Curtis also has one-on-one lessons with Sensei Kelsey and he
hopes to become a helper in the classes. Hill says her son enjoys
helping others not only in karate, but outside of the sport.
She says Sensie Kelsey goes above and beyond and has “adopted”
some of the student’s moms, creating a lady’s workout class and
self defence class.
Crystal Creery says they’ve made many friendships and are proud
to be part of the karate family at D & D United Martial Arts.
During the pandemic, classes at D & D United Martial Arts are
being taught virtually.
For more information, check out the website www.ddunited.com
and also find them on Facebook and Twitter.

Sharon and Greg Green enrolled sons Colton, 12 and Hunter, 11 six
years ago.
Hunter faces multiple medical challenges including speech
delays, low muscle tone and learning disabilities, while Colton is
challenged by asthma and learning disabilities.
The Greens say the pair developed lifelong skills including
discipline, confidence and respect, after training with Sensei Bryon
Davis and his daughter Sensei Kelsey Davis.

D&D UNITED
MARTIAL ARTS

They say Sensei Kelsey is an excellent role model for the
boys, teaching advanced techniques in the martial arts of
nunchaku, open bo, traditional bo and with weapons and katas
(choreographed movements).

THANK YOU
TO OUR 2020
SPONSORS

Sensei Kelsey has also trained Colton and Hunter for tournament
participation in Mexico, Jamaica and Costa Rica.
Both boys are motivated by witnessing her dedication. Practicing
martial arts has “helped with my shyness and self-confidence,”
says Colton. Hunter says he’s benefited by “learning katas and
defending myself.”

A few years after enrolling Amara, their son Logan was enrolled
at D & D, where the training he received has helped him maintain
concentration. Daughter Sierra began training within the past
year and has also experienced improved concentration. Rosa, the
youngest of the Patterson clan, has just recently taken up training
at D & D and is also making strides in concentration and discipline.
The Pattersons say they are happy to see their three girls take up a
mostly male dominated sport.
Both agree all four of their children have shown improved
discipline. And all four children say they’ve benefitted by being
less distracted, having better listening skills and being prepared in
self-defense.
The Hill/Creery family enrolled son Curtis at the dojo nearly seven
years ago. Now 10, he says he’s glad they did.
Mom, Crystal Hill, says Curtis “thoroughly enjoys his training,
learning many lessons from both Sensei Bryon and Sensei Kelsey,
which will continue to guide him through life.”
Curtis also gets to train with his two cousins, Hunter and Colton,
since all three boys began their martial arts training at the same
time.
So far, Curtis has learned four weapons and joined the competition

Andrea McRae
Andrea Silva Photography
Bayside Vacation Resort
Candice Brochu
Crystal Hill
Dominos

Greg Green
Heads or Tails Gaming
Hoyes Michalos & Associates
IPC Investment Corp: Davies Moffat Team
Judy Leighton
Pay it forward landscaping
Ryan’s Cement Heads

DDUNITED.COM
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distancing may be difficult.
If you’d like to learn more, ask a question or lodge a
complaint regarding COVID-19 restrictions, please
contact the Joint Enforcement Team which includes
collaboration from County of Brant Bylaw, OPP and the
Brant County Health Unit. Contact Covid-19@brant.
ca or call the COVID phone line at 519.761.8391. The
COVID phone line will be monitored daily from 8:30 am
to 4:30 pm including weekends.

COMMUNITY NEWS & MEDIA RELEASES

A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s COVID-19 programs & services:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19
City Celebrates Seniors Month with Free Activities
Submitted Media Release

To celebrate Seniors Month in June, the City of
Brantford is pleased to offer the first-ever Healthy
Aging Passport to provide older adults with a wide
variety of free activities, workshops and events to
keep healthy and connected.
As part of Brantford’s Healthy Aging Plan, the City has
partnered with 15 community organizations including;
Brant Skills Centre, Brantford Public Library, the
Grand River Council on Aging, Modo Yoga Brantford
and many more to offer events such as educational
workshops, fitness classes, yoga, socials, games and
much more.
“The City is fortunate to have the support of our
community partners to provide such a wide range
of activities and events to celebrate Seniors Month,”
says Pamela Pacheco, Manager of Community
Partnerships, Community Programs and Social
Development. “We’re excited to be able to provide a
variety of activities where older adults can connect
and participate in educational, social and recreational
activities.”
To kick-off Seniors Month and learn more about the
Healthy Aging Passport and the free activities taking
place in June, join the Virtual Seniors Month Kick-off
Event on Tuesday, June 1 at 11:00 a.m. Learn how to
register at Brantford.ca/HealthyLiving or call 519-7594150 for more information.
Seniors Month provides the community with the
opportunity to acknowledge and recognize the
contributions that older adults have made and
continue to make in our community. This year’s
theme is Stay safe, active and connected. The Healthy
Aging Passport aims to increase social participation,
promote health and wellness, and highlight new and
existing programs and activities for older adults within
Brantford. There will be over 100 free activities to join.
More information and a full list of activities can be
found at Brantford.ca/HealthyLiving or call 519-7594150 for more information.
Lucy Marco, President of the Grand River Council
on Aging states, "the GRCOA applauds the City of
Brantford for developing its Healthy Aging plan to
include activities that encourage social participation by
the older residents, even during the pandemic."
Prioritizing seniors' health and wellness, and reducing
social isolation is a key component of the City of
Brantford’s Healthy Aging Plan. These initiatives
provide an opportunity for older adults to remain
active and connected to our community, which can
help to improve overall well-being.
Local Update from Dr. Malcolm Lock - May 25, 2021
Submitted Media Release

Below is a transcribed version of the statement made
by Dr. Malcolm Lock, Acting Medical Officer of Health
of the Brant County Health Unit, on May 25, 2021.
The Province of Ontario recently released a threestep reopening strategy. Outlined in the Roadmap to
Reopening, we will remain at each step for at least
21 days to evaluate any impacts on health system
statistics. The decision to move between steps is
based upon improvements in key public health and
health care indicators, in addition to the provincewide
vaccination rate.
We reached a new vaccination milestone with over
80,000 vaccine doses administered. Presently, an

estimated 59 per cent of the population aged 18 years
of age or older in Brant have received at least one dose
of a COVID-19 vaccine.
Each person who receives a vaccine helps protect
not only themselves, but those around them. When
vaccination rates rise, it brings us closer to developing
community immunity. We will continue our work to
ensure that everyone who wants a vaccine can get
one.
I’d like to provide an update on our local case data.
Last week, we saw our COVID-19 indicators begin
to trend downward. In comparison to the week prior,
we are starting to see fewer people test positive for
COVID-19, and a dip in incidence rate, reproductive
number and per cent positivity this week. This is a
result of collective community efforts and is evidence
that the public health measures in place are working.
While this is promising, we are not yet in a position
where we can become complacent.
I’d also like to update our ongoing COVID-19
vaccination campaign. On Sunday, we opened up
online booking for youth aged 12-17. Youth must be
12 years-of-age at the time of their first vaccination
appointment. Those born in 2009 will be eligible to
receive the COVID-19 vaccine on or after their 12th
birthday, as this is the minimum age the PfizerBioNTech vaccine has been approved for by Health
Canada.
BCHU has opened youth vaccination clinics at 195
Henry Street in Brantford. This new location has been
established with special consideration for families
and children with special needs. Youth aged 12-17
years-of-age may also book appointments at other
mass vaccination clinic sites, should they choose.
For further information, please visit www.bchu.org/
COVID19Vaccines.
Outdoor Recreational Amenities Re-opening
Submitted Media Release

On May 20, 2021, the Province of Ontario announced
the upcoming re-opening of many outdoor recreational
amenities. With a beautiful forecast for the long
weekend, we would like to remind you about what is
open and closed as directed by the Provincial order.
Open:
· Parks
· Trails
· Benches
· Playgrounds
· Simply Grand Dog Park
· Public washrooms
As of Saturday, May 22, 2021, the following additional
outdoor recreational amenities are open:
· Baseball diamonds
· Soccer and sports fields
· Tennis and pickleball courts (some locations are
accessed by key)
· Basketball courts
· Skate parks
· Outdoor fitness equipment
· Boat and watercraft launches
· Picnic shelters and picnic tables
As of May 26, 2021, Disc Golf will also re-open.
Paris and St. George Lawn Bowling Clubs will
announce re-opening plans at a later date.
Detailed information regarding tennis court access can
be found at www.brant.ca/Tennis.
In order to use these amenities safely, you must
maintain at least two (2) meters distance from any
other person outside of your household. Team sports
are not permitted at this time or other games that will
result in individuals coming within two (2) meters of
each other.

For issues that occur on weekends, after hours and
on statutory/public holidays that require immediate
response, contact the County of Brant 519.442.2241
(after hours number) or the OPP at *OPP or
1.888.310.1122.
Our community has done a fantastic job getting
through this pandemic together. Please keep up the
great work.
· Maintain a physical distance of two (2) meters from
those outside your household.
· Wear a mask when visiting indoor public places or
when physical distancing cannot be maintained.
· Stay home if you are ill.
Stay well Brant!
Select City Recreational Services to Resume
Following the Provincial Announcement
Submitted Media Release

In response to yesterday’s provincial announcement to
gradually reopen outdoor recreational amenities prior
to the end of the stay-at-home order, and in continued
close consultation with the Brant County Health Unit,
the City of Brantford announces some recreational
service updates effective Saturday, May 22, 2021.
Outdoor recreational facilities to reopen with capacity
limits and physical distancing measures still strictly
in place:
All sports fields for informal use only (no games,
practice or rentals with gathering restrictions in place)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bisons Alumni North Park Sports Complex for
the running track use only from 8 a.m. to 7:30
p.m.
Disc golf
Dufferin Park Lawn Bowling
Dufferin Park Tennis (5 courts available)
Dufferin Park Pickleball (1 court available)
Kiwanis Field for running track use only from 8
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Outdoor fitness equipment and picnic tables
Rotary Bike Park from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Skate Parks
Steve Brown Sports Complex Tennis Court (1
court available)
Steve Brown Sports Complex Pickelball (1 court
available)
Walter Gretzky Municipal Golf Course

Outdoor recreational facilities that remain open with
capacity limits and physical distancing strictly in place:
•
•

Dogford Park Dog Park
Parks, trails and playgrounds

Recreational facilities that remain closed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Beckett Adult Leisure Centre
Bell Homestead NHS
Brantford and District Civic Centre
Doug Snooks Eagle Place Community Centre
(inside)
Earl Haig Family Fun Park
Splash Pads
T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre
Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre
Woodman Community Centre and pool

Outdoor organized sports or recreational classes are
not permitted at this time. Outdoor limits for social
gatherings and organized public events are expanded
to five people, which will allow amenities to be
used for up to five people, including with members
of different households. All other public health and
workplace safety measures under the provincewide
emergency brake will remain in effect.
Please visit www.Brantford.ca/OpenandClosed for a
complete list of city facilities and service modifications.
To learn more about the provincial Roadmap to
Reopen, visit Ontario.ca.
Stay Vigilant

We encourage local residents to get outside and enjoy
the beautiful parks and trails in the County. For a full
list of outdoor trails and parks, please visit www.
brant.ca/Parks.

The City of Brantford stresses that all residents and
businesses play a very significant role in successfully
reopening our community safely. Please continue to
follow these important COVID-19 guidelines to keep
yourself and others in our community safe:

As well, as of May 22, 2021, an organized public
event or social gathering with 5 people or less may
be held outdoors. Please wear a mask when physical

Wash your hands frequently, avoid touching your eyes,
nose and mouth, cover coughs or sneezes, clean and
disinfect surfaces and stay home if you are sick.

Wear a face covering (non-medical mask), such as
a cloth mask in all public enclosed indoor spaces to
reduce the risk of transmission and practice physical
distancing (6 ft apart from others) in public at all times.
Book your COVID-19 vaccination through the Brant
County Health Unit when eligible.
Additional updates regarding City programs and
services are shared regularly on the City’s Facebook
and Twitter pages and at brantford.ca/coronavirus.
The City of Brantford Prepares to Celebrate Canada
Day with Residents
Submitted Media Release

The City of Brantford, in partnership with Brantford's
Canada Day Celebration Committee, is excited to
announce plans to celebrate Canada Day in a safe
way that complies with the province’s public health
guidelines. The official countdown to the variety
of family friendly activities begins on Tuesday,
June 1, 2021, with free, fun activities for the whole
community, leading up to Thursday, July 1, 2021.
“The Brantford Canada Day Committee has been hard
at work, creatively planning a series of engaging
events for our community to celebrate in a safe way,”
says Brian Beattie, Chair, Brantford’s Canada Day
Committee. “While we can’t all be together as we have
in past years, we can still celebrate and show our
Canadian pride through a variety of different initiatives
offered.”
The City is currently accepting video or audio
submissions from local bands for a chance to be part
of Brantford’s Canada Day virtual concert event on July
1, 2021, broadcasted from the beautiful Sanderson
Centre for the Performing Arts and sponsored by OLG.
Three bands will be hired to have their performances
filmed with all COVID-19 health and safety protocols
in place. Entries will be accepted until Sunday, May
30, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. For details including an
announcement of the headliner, and information
on how to submit your band for consideration, visit
brantford.ca/CanadaDay.
There are many ways for residents to get involved in
gearing up for Brantford’s Canada Day Celebration.
Show your spirit with the home decorating contest
featuring a top prize of $1,000 and five runner-up
prizes of $200.00 each, courtesy of The Kiwanis Club
of Brantford, learn how to cook Food Network’s Junior
Chef Showdown winner Audrey MacKinnon’s favourite
Canadian themed dinner, search for Brantford’s
Harmony Squirrel to win gift cards and other great
prizes. The Brantford’s Canada Day Celebration events
are sponsored by The Brantford Expositor, Arise
Christian Radio AM1380, Hot Country 93.9, and FM
92 The Jewel. Please note that some events may
be cancelled due to COVID-19 provincial restrictions
happening at the time.
Learn more at brantford.ca/CanadaDay and subscribe
to the page to receive ongoing updates leading up
to July 1 and celebrate with us using the hashtag
#BrantfordCanadaDay. Updates can also be found on
the City’s Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages.
Brantford Canada Day Activities:
• Brantford-Show Your Spirit Home Decorating
Contest - June 1 to 16
The City has partnered with The Kiwanis Club of
Brantford (Kiwanis) to kick off the month of June with
amazing prizes and $2000.00 in prizes courtesy of
Kiwanis. The Decorating Contest Grand Champion will
receive $1000.00 prize and in addition, Kiwanis will
donate $500.00 to the grand prize winner’s charity of
choice in their name. Ongoing information and updates
can be found on the Brantford-Show Your Spirit
Facebook event page.
• Canadians Vibe Together
Listen to the OLG Brantford Canada Day Spotify playlist
featuring music from many Canadian artists, including
headliners who have previously performed at past
Brantford Canada Day celebrations sponsored by OLG.
• Where is Harmony Squirrel?
Throughout the month of June, join us twice weekly,
playing a fun Facebook guessing game featuring
Harmony Squirrel. With beautiful Canadian backdrops,
guess where Harmony is hiding for a chance to win a
gift card.
·

I’m a Kind Canadian

Leading up to Canada Day, in partnership with
Freedom House, help us spread kindness throughout
Brantford by sharing your acts of kindness using the
hashtag #KindBrantford and nominating a friend to
spread kindness. Tie a red ribbon around your tree
or display one on your house to show your support to
spreading Canadian kindness.
·

Canadians Savour Together
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JUNE 2021 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
DATE

EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

ADDITIONAL INFO
2 Old Hickory Buildings sheds available, value $4,361. each,
draw Sat. July 3 at 2pm

June 1 - July 3

Sheds for Humanity Raffle Prize Draw (Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario)

tickets: https://www.shedsforhumanity.com/ 1 ticket for $10. or 3 tickets for $20.

Thurs. June 3, 10, 17 & 24

Trivia Night

go to: https://crowd.live/EH3CA

07:30 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Sat. June 5 - Oct. 9

29er Diner (12 - 6pm EVERY Sat.)

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 29 (Paris)

12:00 PM

BBQ, rain or shine

Staycation Series - Food & Drink with Spicy Jan! (on Zoom)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9142&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, June 2

Art Explorations - Welcoming Words

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9192&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

9:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, June 2

Local Search Engine Optimization

reg: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/local-search-engine-optimization-tickets-152872843791

10:00 AM

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC),
free online webinar

Wednesday, June 2

Memory and Aging (with Laurie Ball - Alzheimer’s Society)

reg. by May 31 admin@grcoa.ca or 519.754.0777 ext. 439

10:00 AM

Grand River Council on Aging - on zoom

Wednesday, June 2

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting

Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom

06:30 PM

Wednesday, June 2

Monthly General Meeting (Paris Horticultural Society)

on zoom

07:30 PM

to join Society, e-transfer $15. membership fee to
shasland41@gmail.com

Thursday, June 3

Writing a Persuasive “About Us” Page

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/writing-a-persuasive-about-us-page-tickets-145403647223

10:00 AM

free, online webinar, Brantford | Brant Business Enterprise
Resource Centre (BRC)

Wednesday, June 4

Fish & Chips or Chicken ($10.)

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

05:00 PM

Call 519.446.0011 to place your order that day or https://
www.facebook.com/South-Brant-Legion

Wednesday, June 4

ICHTHSY Theatre Productions presents: Sherlock Holmes & A Scandal in Bohemia

on YouTube & Podbean, watch for link details at https://facebook.com/ICHTHYSTheatre

07:00 PM

Sunday, June 6

Spaghetti Dinner ($15.00 with meatballs, caesar salad & dessert, order in advance)

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

04:30 PM

call 519.446.0011 to place your order or https://www.facebook.com/South-Brant-Legion

Monday, June 7

Writing a Persuasive “About Us” Page

reg: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/writing-a-persuasive-about-us-page-tickets-145403647223

12:00 PM

free, online webinar, Brantford | Brant Business Resource
Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Tuesday, June 8

Business Planning - Part 1

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/business-planning-part-1-tickets-153530119721

10:00 AM

free, online webinar, Brantford | Brant Business Resource
Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Tuesday, June 8

Monthly Online Meeting (on Zoom)

email kiwanisparisbrant@gmail.com

06:00 PM

Kiwanis Paris-Brant

Tuesday, June 8

Staycation Series - Arts & Culture with Kristine MacGregor (on Zoom)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9143&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, June 9

Creating a Culture of Innovation

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/creating-a-culture-of-innovation-tickets-145724518959

10:00 AM

free, online webinar, Brantford | Brant Business Resource
Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Wednesday, June 9

Brantford & Area Sports Hall of Recognition 2020 Induction Ceremony and Inductees

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre

06:30 PM

Wednesday, June 9

Just Dance Line Dance Class (on Zoom, 6 weeks)

06:30 PM

email jdld2019@yahoo.com

Wednesday, June 9

Brant Writes Writing Club

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/calendar

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Friday, June 11

Golf Day for the Brant County SPCA (tee times 7:00am - 7:00pm, COVID compliant)

The Oaks of St. George Golf Club

7:00 AM

reg. https://www.brantcountyspca.com/golf-day-registration

Friday, June 11

Wings & Chips ($12.)

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

05:00 PM

call 519.446.0011 to place order that day or https://www.
facebook.com/South-Brant-Legion

Tuesday, June 15

Business Planning - Part 2 (Part 1 is a prerequisite)

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/business-planning-part-2-tickets-153533431627

10:00 AM

free, online webinar, Brantford | Brant Business Resource
Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Tuesday, June 15

Staycation Series - Outdoor Adventure with the GRCA (on zoom)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9144&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, June 16

Art Explorations - Rose Wreath

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9193&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

9:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, June 16

Business Basics

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/business-basics-tickets-153554883791

10:00 AM

free, online webinar, Brantford | Brant Business Resource
Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Wednesday, June 16

The History of the Mohawk Institute Residential School (with Janis Montour, Woodland
Cultural Centre)

on zoom, reg. by June 14 admin@grcoa.ca or 519.754.0777 ext. 439

10:00 AM

Grand River Council on Aging

Thursday, June 17

Drive In Bingo at Paris Fairgrounds (gates open at 6:00pm)

purchase tickets: https://www.parisfairgrounds.com/

07:00 PM

Friday, June 18

Fish & Chips or Chicken ($10.)

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

05:00 PM

call 519.446.0011 to place order that day or https://www.
facebook.com/South-Brant-Legion

Saturday, June 19

Mother’s/Father’s Day Tea and Treat Box (Grand River Grannies)

Glenhyrst Gardeners Cottage, front veranda

01:00 PM

order: http://www.grandrivergrannies.com or call Susan at
519.750.4250

Tuesday, June 22

Financial Forecasting

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/financial-forecasting-tickets-153551786527

10:00 AM

free, online webinar, Brantford | Brant Business Resource
Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Tuesday, June 22

BMC - Some Enchanted Evening

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:30 PM

Friday, June 25

Wings & Chips ($12.)

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

05:00 PM

call 519.446.0011 that day to place order or https://www.
facebook.com/South-Brant-Legion

Saturday, June 27

Drive Thru Food Drive (10am - 12 noon)

Grace Anglican Church

10:00 AM

drive up to Pearl St. door, pop trunk, volunteer will take your
donations for Brantford Food Bank

Tuesday, June 29

Market Research

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/market-research-tickets-153583118241

10:00 AM

free, online webinar, Brantford | Brant Business Resource
Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Tuesday, June 29

Virtual Book Club

reg. http://brantlibrary.ca/calendar

02:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, June 30

Art Explorations - Canada Day Celebration

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9194&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

9:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library - reg. begins June 23 at 12pm

Wednesday, June 30

Soup Can Workout (with Jan Norris of S.A.F.E. Zone)

reg. by June 28 by email to admin@grcoa.ca or phone 519.754.0777 ext. 439

10:00 AM

Grand River Council on Aging

Wednesday, July 7

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting

Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom

06:30 PM

Tuesday, June 1

We’re encouraging the community to support local
eateries. Visit Discover Brantford Tourism Directory at
DiscoverBrantford.ca for a full list of delicious options.
Make a plan to order take out during the OLG Virtual
Canada Day Celebration.
• Canadians Cook Together – Sunday, June 27 at 4:00
p.m.
Follow along with 12-year old Food Network’s Junior
Chef Showdown winner Audrey MacKinnon as she
prepares her favourite Canadian-themed dinner.
• Canadians Kahoot Together - Wednesday, June 30 at
7:00 p.m.
Join us for a virtual trivia game on the Eve of Canada
Day, Wednesday, June 30th for a chance to win gift
cards and other great prizes.
• Young Canadians Drive-thru Safari - Thursday, July 1
from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

On Thursday, July 1st drive-thru Glenhyrst Art Gallery
of Brant Gardens to sneak a peak of some of your
favourite characters from the comfort of your family
vehicle.
• OLG Virtual Concert-Thursday, July 1
Join us for a virtual concert of local talented artists
and a special headliner, pre-recorded from the
Sanderson Centre stage proudly sponsored by OLG.
Ongoing information and updates can be found on
the Brantford’s Canada Day Virtual Concert Facebook
event page
County of Brant will Celebrate Pride in June
Submitted Media Release

The County of Brant is pleased to offer upcoming
activities in June to celebrate Pride. Pride is centered
around social and self acceptance, education,
community, and achievements of the LGBTQ+

community.
“We are so pleased that the County of Brant is
becoming more diverse and we are striving to create
a safe and inclusive environment for all community
members,” said Mayor David Bailey. “My hope is that
everyone in the County can feel comfortable with who
they are and can be proud of who they are. We are a
stronger and better community when we treat others
with dignity and respect differences.”
To kick off the festivities, the downtown Paris
crossover has a new Pride flag painted on the
road. “This is a great way to visually represent
the community’s support and our commitment to
improve diversity and inclusion for all in the LGBTQ+
community,” said Bailey. The County of Brant joins
many other municipalities throughout Canada in
displaying this permanent show of support.
Approximately 250 free “Celebrate Pride” lawn signs

will also be available. Volunteers of the Brant Pride
Committee will be delivering these on June 1, 2021
for those who register. Details will be posted on the
County’s website.
“We are grateful for the ongoing support of the County
of Brant Council and staff in recognition of Pride
month”, said Nathan Etherington, Chair of the County
of Brant Pride Committee. “Requesting a lawn sign is
a great way to participate in this year’s celebrations for
LGBTQ+ residents and our Allies.”
As well, a number of activities are planned throughout
June.
A number of resources will be available on the
County’s website including pride themed books, audiobooks and music courtesy of County of Brant Public
Library.
For full details, visit www.brant.ca/Pride.
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WHAT’S IN A NAME? THE
STORY BEHIND THE EARL GREY
Special Tea’s
50 Grams
3 for $15 or
6 for $25
Rooibos, Black or Green
Many teas to choose from

Follow Us
@steves_teas
519-755-0177
www.stevesteas.com

Photo: Wikimedia

783 Colborne St East
Unit #2 Brantford.

LANA BURCHELL
link stevesteas.com
Although mostly speculation as far as tea history goes, the
Earl Grey Black Tea is a classic around the world. Known
for its familiar bergamot notes, most think of Earl Grey
when they think of tea, however, little is known about who
the Earl was or how this delicious drink came to be. It has
been said that the tea was named after the British Prime
Minister, Charles Grey, who led from 1830 to 1834 and was
the second Earl Grey. He is also known for the Reform Act
of 1832 and the Slavery Abolition Act of 1883.1
The story is unclear about whether a Chinese diplomat gave
Charles the recipe, or whether the Earl who travelled to
China to save the life of a Chinese mandarin.
Bergamot oil comes from tiny lemons which are grown in
the Mediterranean.2 Bergamot is not native to China, but it
has been speculated that it was mixed in the UK to replicate
either orange blossom or bitter orange. Others suggest that
the bergamot oranges and tea were shipped from China and
the fruit flavour was absorbed through shipping.

The Earl Grey’s family suggests, “that bergamot was used in
order to offset the high level of limescale in the local water
of Northumberland, where Earl Grey lived; Steven Twining
says that his family originally blended the tea at the Greys’
request to make it more palatable when brewing in London
water when the Earl was in Westminster”.
So whether you are a die-hard Earl Grey lover, or are looking
to get into the taste of Earl Greys, we have something for
everyone. Our products use bergamot oil not bergamot
flavouring, and you will taste the difference.
Earl Grey’s to try: Blackberry Cream, Blueberry Cream,
Butterscotch Cream, Citrus, Classic, *Cream Earl Grey (Our
#1 best seller), Dorian Grey, Earl Grey, Grapefruit, Raspberry
Cream, Lady Grey, Steve's Creamy & Royal.

1

https://www.worldteanews.com/Insights/brief-history-earl-grey

2

https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/tea-blog/who-was-earl-grey

WELCOME TO BSCENE... NOW IN YOUR HOME!
A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

JASON FREEZE

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca
Hello everyone and welcome to the June 2021
edition of BScene. For those of you who know
us, we have some big news to share! And to
those of you enjoying our paper for the first time,
welcome to our #BRANTastic community of
readers!
For the past six years, we've been showcasing
our community through our hundreds of drop
location partners, where readers would pick
up their papers. But with everything going on
these days, we decided to switch up our delivery
system and drop directly to people's homes
through Canada Post.
We're certainly excited to be starting up this new
delivery system. And we hope you'll enjoy it too!

Each month, we'll be rotating our delivery
route around the community. Plus we'll still be
delivering papers to a select group of drop spots
in different areas as well. And for those folks
wanting the paper in their mailbox every month,
we've started up a new subscription service that
started in April! A subscription to our paper is
only $30 (plus tax) for the entire year. So head on
over to www.bscene.ca to enter your details and
help to support your local paper!
As always, you can connect with us online as
well. Just head on over to www.bscene.ca and
you can check out our online Event Guide and
the digital copy of the paper. You can also join
our free, monthly email newsletter to get the
online version of the paper too. And you can join
us for updates on our Social Media channels @
BScenePaper.
There’s lots of ways to stay connected with us
and learn about our local community. So we
hope that you’ll enjoy a #BRANTastic read with
us each month!
Stay safe and stay healthy,
Jason – Owner of BScene

SUBSCRIBE
to get a Copy of BSCENE
Delivered to your Mailbox

https://bscene.ca/product/bscene-subscription

12 Monthly Issues
for $30

· Best Event Guide
· Articles
· A Look Back (History)
· Cover Story
· Not For Proﬁt
of the Month
· Community News
& Media Releases
· Your Neighbourhood
Experts

JUNE 2021
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DAIRY QUEEN EXPANDS TO PARIS
link dairyqueen.com
facebook dqcanada
twitter dqcanada
instagram dqcanada
Paris (Brant County) is set to receive the 4th DQ Brant
location in the Spring of 2022. The new store will be
located at 989 Rest Acres Road in Paris at the corner
of the 403 and Rest Acres Road. The newest DQ Brant
location will be serving Brant’s favourite soft-serve
along with Orange Julius Smoothies, DQ Bakes
Deserts and DQ Bakes Fan Food. The Paris location
will be 2,400 square feet (222 square meters) with
indoor seating for 29 people along with a drive thru.
This location will be operating 12 months per year.
The Breau/Holland family is extremely excited
about this expansion which is set to compliment
the housing expansion in the South End of Paris, as
well as developing an additional 4,100 square feet
of commercial space on our property with partners

Photo: Jason Freeze

KEN BREAU

complimenting Dairy
Queen (soon to be
announced). Our core
business philosophy
states, “Brantford
Proud, Brantford
Strong,” which will
soon be recoined
“Brant Proud, Brant
Strong” and we
believe this expansion
will strengthen the
community in a
number of ways. The
expansion will create
another 30 to 40
jobs including both
full-time and part-time positions, and it will give DQ
Brant additional opportunities to build a stronger
community by assisting with greater fundraising
efforts. In the past five years since DQ Brant acquired
the ownership of Dairy Queen, we have donated more
than $250,000.00 back into our community and we
look forward to continuing to do more of this for Paris
and area.
This growth would not have been possible without
the assistance of the GREAT STAFF at Brant
County including Zach Gable, the Senior Economic

Development Officer from the Strategic Initiatives
Department, and our Mayor David Bailey, who has
been a motivator since we started discussions almost
two years ago. Both Mayor Bailey and Zach Gable, as
well as their staff, have been nothing but exemplary
to deal with to support our family to grow a family
business that has been rooted in the Brantford/Brant
community for more than 30 years.
As DQ Brant expands, so does the staff who become
our extended family helping building a successful
operation, which will end up employing more than
120 people in our community.

79 Icomm Drive Brantford
 519-752-8824
 BrantfordFarmersMarket
Food Tastes Better when it’s Fresh
Fridays
9:00am - 2:00pm
Saturdays 7:00am - 2:00pm

Original Kettlecorn

Mash Paddle Brewery

The Turkey Shop
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

ANOTHER AODA COMPLIANCE
DEADLINE IS LOOMING
The Provincial Government enacted the Accessibility
for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, or AODA, in 2005
which lays the framework for the development of
province-wide mandatory accessibility standards in
all areas of daily life.
Accessibility standards are the rules that businesses
and organizations in Ontario have to follow to identify,
remove and prevent barriers to accessibility and apply
to five important areas.
The Customer Service Standard has a number
of requirements relating to providing service to
customers in accessible formats and accepting
feedback. The Integrated Accessibility Standard
Regulation (IASR) combines the Employment,
Information and Communications, Built Environment
(includes Design of Public Spaces) and Transportation
Standards and also contains a General Requirements
section.
By June 30, 2021, all workplaces in Ontario with
more than 20 workers (including volunteers) will
need to file a compliance report that confirms your
organization’s compliance with all of the Accessibility
Standards in the AODA that apply to your business
size and type.

BOOKKEEPING - LOVE TO HATE IT!
KATHRYN KISSINGER
years, or whenever there is a change to your
workplace or the standards.
•
Provide to all workers, upon hire, the following
policies, in written format:
º
Individual Accommodation Plans for
Emergencies
º
Recruitment, Performance
Management Processes
º
All policies related to Accommodation
in the Workplace.
Organizations with more than 50 workers the
following policies must also be made available to
the public on request, in a format that will meet their
needs:
•
•
•
•

For many small business owners, this is the job you
like the least, but it’s one that’s important for multiple
reasons. The pandemic brought this to light for
many business owners. With various relief loans and
grants available, businesses that kept their books,
remittances, and taxes up to date enjoyed greater
success when applying for relief loans and grants.
While COVID-19 was exceptional, it wasn’t the first
and certainly won’t be the last exceptional event.
Whether you use an internal or external bookkeeper,
or do it yourself using accounting software, a
schedule and a process will keep you on track. Don’t
let this turn into a daunting task at the eleventh hour.
Here are a few suggestions:
1.

Accessibility Policy
Multi-Year Accessibility Plan
Customer Service Policy
Feedback

If your business needs help on these or other
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us
for a free half-hour consultation!

2.

If your organization has more than 20 workers
(including volunteers), you must:
•

•

Ensure your organization has up to date
policies and programs for compliance with
the AODA Standards that outlines how you
will provide goods or services to people with
disabilities.
Ensure that your employees receive training
on all of the AODA Standards at least every 2

3.

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

The last 2 months we have been talking about
Security and Privacy. As a reminder, security
is preventing unwanted access to your smart
device. Privacy is the permission you give
to apps on the device that allow information
gathered while using these devices to
be shared with the manufacturer or the
programmer.
People buying used phones need to be aware
of these two layers of security in most smart
phones. The first layer is security which is
face id, fingerprint scan or password to stop
unwanted people from accessing or being
able to use your phone. The second layer of
security is the iCloud account (Apple) or the
Google account (Android). These accounts
allow you to download apps and backup data
on your phone.
It is important to note that a phone can be
reset to factory settings with an iCloud or
Google account still on the phone. If this
happens, when you try to activate the phone,
you will be asked for the account information,
the username and password that was
previously on the phone. If you do not have

Record everything and keep a copy in the
format that you received it. This will make
the CRA happy should you need to produce
information.
Prepare your financial reports regularly and
ensure they balance to avoid omissions and
errors. Regular review will reveal cycles in
your business and uncover extraordinary
events. This will help you plan inventory,
staffing, etc. moving forward.

4.

Review your financial reports. Is your
business appreciating you as much as you
appreciate it? Look for what’s changed or
what needs to change i.e., cost of goods,
labour costs (including your hours), the
cost of equipment and overhead (including
business use of home if applicable), interest
and bank charges (can these be restructured
in a more efficient way?).

There are many sources of information and
assistance including your bank or credit union,
organizations that support businesses, your
accountant and bookkeeper and even CRA’s
‘Business and Industry’ website.
Enterprise Brant provides financing and business
consultation to support businesses in BrantfordBrant. Need assistance? Call us!

Need help? Call us! 519-752-4636.
Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

EDUCATION
BUILDING MOTIVATION

SECURITY AND PRIVACY BUYING A USED CELLPHONE.
We are reminding people this month that if you
are planning to purchase a used cellphone,
there are many good deals out there but be
aware that some phones can appear to be
reset but are not usable.

Decide on how and when. If you’re doing it
yourself, using accounting software, aim to
keep it up to date weekly. This way, you are
likely to be familiar with your numbers and
will be continually reviewing them. Using
a bookkeeper is perfectly fine too. Just
be sure you are reviewing your financials
regularly to ensure accuracy, which is your
responsibility. Keep a close eye on the
profitability of your business. Watch for
trends and plan for adjustments.

COLLEEN CARDIFF

Often, the key to success in school is finding the right
motivation. Motivation comes from within and is
created by self-esteem and an active mind.

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM
the information the phone has just become an
expensive paper weight. It is considered illegal
by both Apple and Google to remove these
accounts by reloading software on the phone
and will prosecute if they find businesses that
are doing this.
Buyer beware.
When you purchase a used phone from
someone you do not know, take a sim card
and activate the phone and make a phone call
before paying any money.
If you have any questions about the security
and buying a used cellphone, contact us at
CPR Cell Phone Repair Brantford.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

Many students commit themselves to working hard
at school because they connect school success to
something positive outside of school. Some students
have a dream career that requires them to get into a
particular university. Some students want to play on
sports teams and need to keep their grades up to do
so. However, not everyone sees the positive side of
doing well in school and that is okay.
Another way for students to think about school is that
it is their full-time job. Not everything will be exciting,
but they still have to complete the unpleasant tasks.
Oxford Learning encourages students to commit to
doing all tasks, not just those they enjoy.
Many Factors Can Prevent Students from Feeling
Motivated:
•
•
•
•
•

Lack of self-esteem
A passive mind
Comprehension gaps
Not seeing value in work
Lack of necessary learning skills

One of the easiest ways for students to motivate
themselves, is by reminding themselves that they can
succeed. They have the ability to achieve their goals
and study successfully. When your child is frustrated
or if they find themselves thinking that they can’t do it,
encourage them to relax. They need to be patient with
themselves. If they think negative thoughts, it will only
reduce their ability to concentrate.
“Every accomplishment starts with the
decision to try.” John F. Kennedy
Academic success isn’t about passing that next test.

TIFFANY BERE
It’s about really understanding a concept and having an
active mind to be able to ask the right questions.
Active Minds and Self-Esteem Are Built When
Students:
•
Experience both success and failure
•
Understand that both are okay
•
Talk about the learning experience
•
Take risks and try something new
•
Celebrate the learning process
When a student has self-esteem, an active mind, and
is motivated to learn, he or she will be able to sort out
any academic challenges on his or her own!
Every Oxford Learning student builds motivation by
developing an active mind, better learning skills, and
stronger self-esteem.
Contact us for more information on our programs as
well as our new Virtual Table™ Teaching Sessions!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.
1084 Rest Acres Rd., Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.
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EAT HEALTHY. DO GOOD.
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For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

Sponsored by

HEATHER VANNER
link crs-help.ca/foodbank
Facebook brantfordfoodbank
Twitter @crsbrantford
Healthy Harvest Box is a non-profit social enterprise that
focuses on helping everyone in our community eat healthier.
You will exponentially feel good as you get the health benefits
of having a regular supply of fresh, healthy, sustainable fruits
and vegetables delivered right to your door. Then multiply
that feeling with the good you’ll be doing by donating to a
local program that helps people who struggle on a daily
basis with food security and proper nutrition. All of the profits
from our business help to support the Brantford Food Bank,
which helps those effected most in our community.
The Healthy Harvest Box is an easy way to order healthy
nutritious food and have it delivered right to your door.
It’s easy to order too. Just visit our online store at
healthyharvestbox.ca to place your order and arrange your
delivery.
From here, you can choose from 4 different options as well
as purchase a Gift Certificate for a friend or loved one. You
can also choose a 1 month, 3 month, 6 month or 1 year
subscription. Once you’ve placed your order, you can pay
using your credit card or by PayPal. Cash payments can be
accepted, but only at our offices located at 1100 Clarence
Street Suite 202, Brantford.

Delivery of the boxes are between noon and 7pm or pick
up is from 2pm to 7pm at 1100 Clarence Street Suite 202,
Brantford.
Produce in each box is locally sourced, can change month
to month based on the season, and provides an easy way to
increase your fruit and vegetable intake. Each box is made
with 100% recyclable cardboard, so you can reuse them and
recycle them as well.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

If you’re looking for some ideas on what you can make with
your Healthy Harvest Box, you can visit our website’s recipe
tab for some healthy and tasty ideas.
Your purchase of a Healthy Harvest Box provides you and
everyone in your community the opportunity to eat healthy.
So order your box today!
For more information about the boxes or to get
involved by volunteering or donating, please visit www.
Healthyharvestbox.ca or www.crs-help.ca/foodbank

519 759 3511

www.millards.com

BSCENE

PUZZLES

SUDOKU

How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and
3 X 3 box (with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.


250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 Wine
ben@positanowine.com
 Beer
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee
 Gift Cards

Difficulty Level : 2
Used with permission from http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 12

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

ADVERTISING WORKS...
YOU JUST PROVED IT!
PUT YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN FRONT OF
THOUSANDS OF EYES!
10,500 copies every month available at various locations and
neighbourhood routes in Brantford, Brant County &
Six Nations. Annual subscriptions available.

Contact: Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca
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Love Local • Love Brant!
Paris & District Chamber of Commerce
www.pariscoc.ca

For 20 years Kids Can Fly has nurtured how parents interact with
their children and supported them through prenatal and postnatal
struggles. They’ve encouraged empathy in children and the love
of reading from birth through Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.
Kids Can Fly is celebrating their 20th Anniversary in 2021 and hopes
the Brantford - Brant community will participate in our activities and
donate towards our work

To learn more, go to:
• facebook.com/kidscanfly.ca
• www.kidscanfly.ca

Before and now, Wee Watch has stayed open to meet child care
needs for families.
With an increasing demand for child chare in our communities,
there has never been a better time to consider a career with Wee Watch.
If you are at a career crossroads, perhaps tired of commuting or wanting
to work from home and be with your own family, please visit us at

weewatch.com/Brantford

Serving Brantford Brant for over 30 years!

P Y N X
DJ • AUDIO • VISUAL • EVENTS • RENTALS

Gold Level Sponsors

Paris
Many thanks to Enterprise Brant for assistance
through the RRRF2 Business Services Program

JUNE 2021

Video Monitoring
• Constant Awareness
• see what’s happening
• Reliable & Secure
• record on-site & to cloud (can’t
be disabled or damaged)
• See Everything
• easily find events
• search & filter to get what you
want to see
• send video clips via email
or text right from our app
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Energy Management
• Climate Control
• control smart thermostats
• Reduce Energy Costs
• thermostat schedules
• Improved Property Management
• notifications
- thermostat changed
- refrigerator door open
• Scheduled Lighting
• easily set up lighting schedules

 www.millenniumsecurityservices.ca
 info@millenniumsecurityservices.ca
 226-227-9455






NOW MORE THEN EVER
LOCAL BUSINESSES NEED
YOUR SUPPORT

Shop Local

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

SOLUTION

to our Sudoku puzzle
Page 9)

SPRING into a New Career!
Enjoy a rewarding career as a home child care Provider
with Wee Watch, a licensed agency.
Wee Watch — Exceptional Homes. Extraordinary Care.

519-758-2703
weewatch.com

35yrs

Celebrate this June with us, in the County of Brant!
There will be contests, ideas on how to stay active and much more.
Visit brant.ca/JRPM and follow us on EQD @BrantCommunity for more information.

Visit brant.ca/JRPM • EDQ @BrantCommunity
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THE ART AND SCIENCE OF GOOD STRESS/BAD STRESS
JOE PERSIA
link cognitivedynamics.ca
twitter @cognitivedynamics
Submitted graphic

instagram cognitivedynamics
Changing the way we think… about Stress.
Is there anything more pervasive than Stress? We all feel it. We all
live with it. But we don’t really understand it. For example, when one
hears the word Stress, there are any number of negative images,
harmful connotations, and adverse overtones associated with it.

Stress is anything that causes you to burn energy to return to a state

But here’s the thing… Not ALL stress is bad! Stress serves a vital

of balance. We call that balance Homeostasis. That’s where our

purpose in our lives. It motivates us. It energizes us. It even elevates

bodies’ metabolic and nervous systems operate in synch and most

our performance at times. And THAT, my friends, becomes a very

efficiently. When we are not in synch our body spends energy to get

important qualifier – “At times!”

back into that balance. The force that caused that imbalance is a
Stress or a Stressor.

So… when is stress beneficial, and when is it not? To what extent
is stress a motivator and at what point does it become counter-

There is no readily identifiable borderline at which positive stress

productive? There is an Art and a Science in the answers to these

(Eustress) becomes negative (Distress). It was over a hundred years

questions.

ago that the Law of Performance Pressure was published. Simply
stated, it means that performance improves with arousal up to a

Over the years, we have seen a wealth of advertising dollars spent

point, and then declines beyond that midpoint. A representation

in marketing products/services aimed at “Reducing Stress.” These

of this curve looks very much like an upside-down U. Dr. Daniel

media messages can’t help but have convinced our society of both

Goleman used terminology such as “Disengagement” for the extreme

the explicit and implicit message that Stress is something that needs

left side of that curve, “Frazzle” at the far-right side, and “Flow” as the

to be reduced! However, can you imagine how thrilling it would be to

midpoint, or that point where energy spent = energy recovered.

watch a playoff hockey game between two sets of listless opponents,
both with their stress levels reduced to a modicum? Ho hum. Not

The Science is there in the curve. The Art is in knowing where we are

ALL stress is bad stress.

on that curve and what we need to do to achieve “Flow.”

TELEPHONE-BASED PROGRAMS ALLOW
SENIORS TO CALL AND CONNECT
to provide more information and allow participants to
further expand their knowledge. Topics will include
gardening, genealogy, crafting, and more.

GARY JERMY
link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary
twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary
This June, the County of Brant Public Library will
be offering a series of telephone-based “Call and
Connect” programs. Thanks to funding received
from the Government of Canada's New Horizons for
Seniors Program (NHSP), older adults will have the
opportunity to socialize with like-minded individuals
by participating in activities and discussions on a
variety of topics.
Each month, participants will receive a take-home
kit and take part in two telephone based-programs.
The first will be a facilitated discussion that allows
participants to share their own experiences and
expertise and the second will feature expert speakers

The Call and Connect program uses “old school”
telephone lines to eliminate technology barriers that
many seniors face, such as poor internet connectivity,
but still keeps everyone safe during these COVID
times.
The County of Brant Public Library aims to be an
age-friendly facility and we understand that some
community members are more comfortable on the
phone than on a computer,” says program facilitator
Emma Johnston, “Connecting with others, having
shared interests, and feeling a sense of belonging
are integral to our mental health. Call and Connect
facilitates that and offers a fun, safe and welcoming
atmosphere for our older population.”
The series of programs is free however spots are
limited and registration with a free County of Brant
Library card is required. Registration opens on
Monday, May 17 at 10:00 am. A full listing of dates
and topics can be found online at brantlibrary.ca/
callandconnect or by calling 519-442-2433.

facebook twitter instagram
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FAYE MURRY
link littlestringorchestra.com
Over the course of the pandemic, we have all missed
attending live shows. Luckily, many live stream
shows have been available online. One common
theme that many of the participating musicians
mention is that they miss playing in front of live
audiences and they miss playing with other musicians
on a regular basis. In normal times, the energy
they receive from audiences and the camaraderie
and inspiration they get from playing with fellow
musicians is part of what motivates them to play
music. The members of The Little Strings Orchestra
can certainly attest to that. Our last concert of the
2019-20 season was in February of 2020 and by midMarch our rehearsals had been suspended due to the
pandemic.
The Little String Orchestra is an amateur string
orchestra founded by Virginia Little (hence the ‘Little’
in the title) in 1977. She eventually founded the Brant
Suzuki String School in 1988. Mrs. Little retired
in 2018 but the orchestra has carried on, currently
under the leadership of our two extremely gifted
conductors, Christina Labanowicz and Gelja Will. The
current season is the orchestra’s 44th season.
The group encourages string players of all ages and
of all abilities to come together one night a week to
play beautiful music together, in typical years, from
September to May. There is a junior orchestra for
beginners and a senior orchestra for intermediate and
senior players. Some dedicated individuals choose
to play in both. There are three main concerts a year,
plus elementary school visits where the orchestra
visits 3 schools in Brant County to encourage
future musicians. On top of that, the orchestra has
participated annually in the Brant Music Festival.
There have also been visits to retirement homes to
bring music to seniors who otherwise might not get
out to enjoy live music. The orchestra also provides
instruments for rent to encourage more participants.
The style of music played ranges from familiar
Classical pieces to Show tunes (such as from the
Lion King), to fiddle inspired music (such as ‘Orange
Blossom Special’).
What is unique about the orchestras is that, in some
cases, musicians in their 60s and 70s (therefore
senior in age) might consider themselves juniors or
intermediate with respect to skill level. By contrast,

LITTLE STRING ORCHESTRA REHEARSES AT THE HELLENIC HALL
younger school age members of the orchestra
often are playing at a senior level. Somehow this
diversity in age and skill level works beautifully. (On
a personal note, when I took up the violin at the
age of 54, the thought of playing in an orchestra
seemed like an unrealistic goal. Over time, with
the encouragement of a violin teacher, I joined
The Little String Orchestra, and have found it a
heady experience to play along side so many gifted
musicians, many of whom are one quarter my age!)
The 2020-21 season has been especially challenging.
Previously, the orchestra rehearsed in the gym of
Braemar School on Baxter St., with musicians playing
in close proximity to each other. Clearly, for the
orchestras to continue in the fall of 2020, much more
space was needed to allow for social distancing. This
led to moving our rehearsals to the Hellenic Centre
on Park Rd. N. where distancing could be attained
with ease. Masks, of course, were mandatory and all
musicians were required to bring stands, as sharing
was no longer possible. After several months of
being apart, musicians were thrilled to meet again
in October with Juniors meeting at 6:00 and Seniors
at 7:00. Once the Juniors left the building, each
area had to be sanitized by our wonderful parent
volunteer, Tina Peeler, before Seniors could come
into the playing area. In December, the orchestras
were able to do a combined online Christmas concert.
This allowed family members to enjoy the concert
from near and far. The online concert also allowed
participants to watch the concert at a later time. We
did miss the treats after the concert, though!
Unfortunately, the new restrictions in January meant
we were not able to meet again as a complete group.
In March, groups of 10 were allowed to be in the
rehearsal space, including the conductors and our
parent volunteer. This was accommodated with four
groups from 6:15 to 9:00, with each group rehearsing

for 30 minutes, with a 15-minute break in between.
This allowed one group to exit before the next
group entered the building. Again, despite the short
rehearsal time, we were happy to be able to play
together and share our love of music. Unfortunately,
this was short lived, as new restrictions in April lead
to the cancelation of rehearsals. Our hope is that
soon we will be able to resume the smaller group
rehearsals and possibly perform an outdoor concert
before the summer break. Regardless, we are
optimistic that the 2021-22 season will be a more
‘normal’ year with the resumption of full rehearsals
and our usual concert season. more of this for Paris
and area.
This growth would not have been possible without
the assistance of the GREAT STAFF at Brant
County including Zach Gable, the Senior Economic
Development Officer from the Strategic Initiatives
Department, and our Mayor David Bailey, who has
been a motivator since we started discussions almost
two years ago. Both Mayor Bailey and Zach Gable, as
well as their staff, have been nothing but exemplary
to deal with to support our family to grow a family
business that has been rooted in the Brantford/Brant
community for more than 30 years.

A special thank you to everyone
in the community that has
donated and supported us
this season, including the City
of Brantford. Your support is
greatly appreciated!
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GRAND RIVER COUNCIL ON AGING EXPERIENCES SUCCESS WITH THE
“COMMUNITY AT HOME” FREE VIRTUAL WORKSHOP SERIES
average of 34 participants per event. Survey feedback
shows, overwhelmingly, that participants feel like
they are learning new things, know more about local
resources, and feel more connected in the community.

Full colour version

Participants are particularly receptive to the variety
of topics covered by the series and are encouraged to
include potential future topics in their survey comments.

Grand River
Council on Aging

black version
(for photcopies, fax etc.)

LINDA MOYER
link grcoa.ca
The Grand River Council on Aging has been receiving
an enthusiastic response to the Community at Home
free virtual workshop series designed to support
social inclusion while providing opportunities for
seniors to learn, engage, and have fun!

COMMUNITY AT
HOME WORKSHOPS
FREE VIRTUAL SERIES
you can participate in
without leaving your home!

Everything You Need to
Know All in One Place

GRCOA.CA

The “Community at Home” series involves bi-weekly
Zoom events that provide opportunities for seniors to
receive information from Guest Speakers who cover
topics of interest to seniors, and engage in mental,
physical and social activities, facilitated by senior
volunteers.
The program is unique in that it features virtual
programming and activities provided by older adult
volunteers who are recruited to virtually facilitate the
events, leading brain teasers, introducing the Guest
Speakers, announcing new resources on the GRCOA
website, as well as local events.
The workshops have been well attended with an

Future workshops range from health and wellness
topics such as “The Importance of a Good Nights Sleep”
and “Speaking about Bones”, to more participatory
workshops like “Soup Can Workout” and “Chair Yoga”.
Also in the schedule are presentations that cover topics
of local interest like “The New Forest in the City” and
“The Military Museum” to sessions that inspire creativity
like “Music Appreciation” and “Christmas Wreath
Making”.
There is truly something for everyone in the series,
and organizers are seeing several participants opt to
be registered for the entire series that runs until March
2022.
For more information about upcoming workshops
subscribe to the GRCOA newsletter at https://GRCOA.ca
or to register for a workshop, please contact:
Linda Moyer,
Grand River Council on Aging
Phone:

519-754-0777 ext. 439

Email:

Admin@grcoa.ca

TINA PRAASS
link goskip.org

If there is a silver lining to the “pandemic cloud” that
has been hanging over our heads for the last year, it
is that the global community has come to a more in
depth understanding of the impact of social isolation
and loneliness on individuals and communities.
Health officials and policy makers now recognize what
millions of people working in both formal and informal
caregiving roles already know; loneliness and isolation
can have significant negative impacts on health.
Based on a survey on health in 2008/2009, a report
compiled by The Government of Canada in 2012
indicated that for seniors in particular, participating in
social activities plays a key role in good health as we
age. Taking into account previous studies, the report
also concludes that “loneliness, and life dissatisfaction
[are] linked to poor health and mortality” (Gilmour,
2012).
This is important to note as barriers to social activities,
especially for seniors have significantly increased.
As community programming options shifted from
in-person to virtual platforms, many seniors in our
community have found themselves dealing with new
barriers to opportunities for social engagement. Some
of these barriers include lack of access to technology,

lack of skill set to navigate virtual platforms or lack of
knowledge of programming options. To some seniors
who live alone, in person programs have formed the
foundation of their daily and weekly routines outside
of family interaction.
That’s why in June of
2020, Seniors and Kids
Intergenerational Programs
launched “Buzz Me, a Call
Service for Seniors". SKIP
recognized the importance
of accessible programming
options for seniors who live alone or are isolated in
Long Term Care. Buzz Me operates Monday through
Friday 8am- 8pm and exists with the sole purpose of
providing seniors with a way to chat over the phone.
Since beginning the program, many seniors report
that having a chance to talk to someone over the
phone is a safe and fun way to make connections with
others and to share life experiences.
To sign up for a Buzz Me call
for yourself or a loved one, go
to the online booking calendar
at www.goskip.org or simply
call our toll free line at 1-866999-BUZZ (2899). Buzz Me
can also be reached by dialling
211 and asking for Buzz Me
Brantford.

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

Submitted Photo

SENIORS AND HEALTH: HOW OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT IS LINKED TO A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE
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FIND SUMMER DO-IT-YOURSELF ESSENTIALS AT HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE
on local conditions.  
Why shop ReStore?
ReStores are stocked up on a variety of
donated items for the summer season. With
warmer months ahead, shoppers can find
home décor items, outdoor furniture, building
LYNDA HENRIKSEN
link habitatbn.org
Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
pinterest brantrestore

In anticipation of the summer, look no further
than your local Habitat for Humanity ReStore
for your next “do-it-yourself” essentials!
Proceeds from sales at Habitat for Humanity
ReStores help us partner with more families
to build strength, stability and self-reliance
through affordable Habitat homeownership.  

Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario
has nine ReStores in total serving the
communities of Brantford, Brant, Elgin,
Middlesex, Norfolk, Oxford and Perth counties.
Simply visit www.habitat4home.ca and click
“ReStore” to discover your local store, stocked
and ready for you to shop at your leisure
online - or during store hours with in-store
shopping, where/when permitted, depending

Submitted photos

Twitter @HabitatBN

supplies and more to help bring summer doit-yourself projects to life.  
Children can get in on the action, too.
Habitat for Humanity ReStores also serve
as a resource for affordable arts and
crafts materials to keep the whole family
entertained. Whether you’re interested in
backyard or home décor projects, Habitat for
Humanity ReStore is a great place to start.
Shoppers will find an abundance of lowcost, unique furniture, home décor, building
supplies and much more.

“Summer is always a good time to spruce up
your home,” says Tracey Langley, Regional
ReStore Manager for Habitat Heartland. “We
continuously have great items donated, new
and used, so the possibilities are endless.
Whether it’s a backyard reset, household
items or inspiration for a DIY project, one of
our Habitat for Humanity ReStores is likely to
have what you’re looking for.”  
In addition to finding creative and affordable
ways to start home improvement projects,
families can shop knowing they helped
further Habitat for Humanity’s mission in
their local community. Profits generated from
ReStore sales help Habitat for Humanity fund
the construction of Habitat homes locally,
enabling families to build strength, stability
and self-reliance through affordable
homeownership.
To learn more about Habitat for Humanity

Heartland Brant Norfolk Chapter and local
ReStores visit www.habitatbn.org
Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario
ReStore Locations are listed below. Be sure
to visit www.habitat4home.ca/restore for
online/in-store shopping details and how to
donate good quality gently used household
items to help reduce waste and avoid landfills!
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BSCENE
NOT FOR PROFIT SPOTLIGHT

link assumptionlions.com
twitter @assumptionlion
instagram acslions_
instagram d0nny_b0i (Don Oliver)
Little did Don Oliver know, that when he entered ACS’ Got Talent this May,
over 1800 people would eventually have viewed the video to the song he
wrote and performed called “Stuck in a Rut”. He entered the competition due
to boredom, like the rest of us, sitting around with nothing to do and nowhere
to go. And that became the inspiration for his song!

opportunity for developing artists to
express their passion and share their
gifts with others.”
Don will be pursuing Film Studies at
the post-secondary level. His artistry
in editing was shown through the
multiple camera angles used in his
video, but he said in order to capture
more active camera shots he needed
his brother, Jon Ben, to help film. This
also aided with the moving transitions.
Once all the elements were in place
– playing guitar, singing, dancing and
filming – the final effects were added.
“I try to do what I think sounds good.
You just can’t get too caught up in
thinking about the process part. You
just gotta have a leap of faith and go create something,” said Don.
Submitted Photos

NAOMI RATELBAND
edited by DANIELLE BOSCHMAN

Mr. Chris Rait comments, “The talent show presented by ACS was less of a
competition and more of a celebration of how an artist can still create and
perform in their home. For the performer, it goes beyond finding a distraction
or something to do during ‘lockdown’. All of the artists who submitted,
showed joy and passion for their craft. As the Arts Consultant for the board,
I can’t thank all of the participants enough for sharing their light. Their
talents not only entertained, but more importantly inspired a whole bunch of
younger students who watched from their homes.”

When Don learned about “ACS’ Got Talent” it pushed him to finish a song he
had already started. He fiddled on his guitar and created a melody based on
‘the same old chord progression that’s played in every song’ and that became
the conversation of his chorus. He thought the verses needed to contrast the
chorus and so it became rhythmically faster. He started on guitar to create a
mellow feel, then added the keyboard in the verses and effects to make it fit
with his overall concept. Don is a natural at singing harmonies and he sang
with himself to create several chords with 3- and 4-part harmonies.
Don comes from a musical family; his father Benjamin dabbles in music
and his mother Emily sings as well. He attributes his interest in the arts,
specifically music, to his strong cultural upbringing. Don recalls singing,
dancing and celebrating his culture throughout his childhood at family
gatherings as well as at the Philippine Village during the Brantford
International Villages Festival. He claims, “the karaoke machine comes with
the package of being Filipino.”
Don pursued his love for music while attending Assumption. He played
the alto sax and guitar in instrumental music with Mr. Steven Glowala. He
joined Concert Band, performed solos and duets at Coffee House and school
concerts. He is grateful for the opportunities ACS has given him. ACS’ Arts
Department Head, Ms. Stacey Christie explains; “as Arts Educator's, we
see the benefits of art education and take pride in providing students an
opportunity for creative expression. Assumption College provides many
course options in the arts including instrumental music, vocal music, visual
art, media arts, drama, dance and photography. A Talent Show provides an

Don entered into ACS’ Got Talent with 22 other candidates and made
the Top 5. The public voted and he earned the 1st place title. “It’s wild – a
great opportunity because you know, its Covid. So cool on the variety of
performances – people were just doing what they love!” Don didn’t sign up
for the accolades or prize packages he was merely ‘trying to do the best I
can, little by little each day that’s the plan’.
Mrs. Allison Hayes, Principal of ACS expresses; “As a staff, we are continually
amazed by your gifts. Continue to share those talents, as they are a universal
benevolent force that transcends the many challenges we experience in life.
The power of art is not one of brute force. To the contrary, its strength lies in
its humanity -an ability to weave the tale of a shared experience. Looking
forward to sharing live music again. On behalf of this community – thank
you!”

JUNE 2021
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BSCENE
NOT FOR PROFIT SPOTLIGHT
MARISSA WILSON-FOX & VALERIE WILSON
facebook playfulfoxproductions
instagram playfulfoxproductions
"Once Upon a Time in a faraway land… a young Prince lived in a shining castle… Although he
had everything his heart desired, the Prince was spoiled, selfish, and unkind…"

Local theatre company Playful Fox Productions is planning to bring a staged concert
performance of the beloved musical to audiences this August at the enchanting Whistling
Gardens.
Many people who love the performing
arts, musicals and theatre are
becoming very familiar with Playful
Fox Productions. They have made
their performing home in the County
of Brant, mainly Paris, with extensions
into Brantford and the area, over the
last 4 years.

Submitted Photos

Those famous lines are the opening words to Disney's animated masterpiece "Beauty and
the Beast". The award-winning 1991 movie will be celebrating its 30th Anniversary this
November.

If Wilson-Fox's face looks familiar, along with her long list of theatre credits, you may have
seen her act in such acclaimed shows as "The Handmaid's Tale" as well as other popular TV
shows and films.
Playing The Beast to Wilson-Fox's Belle is Malakai Fox, a highly accomplished performer
whose many stage credits include such iconic roles as Jean Valjean in "Les Misérables" and
multiple productions across Ontario as Jesus in "Jesus Christ Superstar". TV and film credits
include "Anne with an E" and the HBO movie "Fahrenheit 451".

"We were happily surprised by the
community response for our first
musical in Paris. Over 800 people came
to see our pre-Covid 2019 production
of The Little Mermaid," said Marissa
Wilson-Fox, co-owner with husband
Malakai Fox.

The popular villain Gaston will be
played by former Stratford and
Charlottetown performer Sean Hauk,
who previously played the burly baddie
on the professional stage at the Citadel
Theatre in Edmonton and Theatre
Calgary in 2008 and was nominated
for a Betty Award. "Gaston is still my
favourite character I've ever played,
and Beauty and the Beast is one of my
favourite shows. I love the message
about beauty being something that is
not just skin deep and inner beauty will
always shine through."

Other shows put on by Playful Fox
Productions include "Peter Pan" in June
2019, the classic suspense thriller "Dial
M for Murder", and yearly renditions of
Charles Dicken's "A Christmas Carol".
Locations for these performances included the historic St. Paul's Anglican Church and the
newly renovated Paris Presbyterian Church #forParisCentre.
You may have also seen Playful Fox Productions as the entertainment for the Brantford
International Villages Festival – New York New York Village.

Karyn Monk will be taking on the iconic motherly role of Mrs. Potts, who sings the iconic title
song "Beauty and the Beast".

To celebrate and safely present "Disney's Beauty and the Beast", Marissa and Malakai,
turned to an outside venue and found the perfect location in Whistling Gardens, a beautiful
22-acre botanical garden, just outside Brant County.

"The story of Beauty and the Beast is especially lovely right now. After over a year of being
isolated in our homes, unable to see people, hug, be with family or sing in public, we are
excited to throw open the castle doors and celebrate in a beautiful garden!" said Monk.

"We were so lucky to grow up in the time of the Disney Renaissance where the main
female characters had their own agency and were smart, intelligent, resilient, and strong
in their own ways," said Wilson-Fox "At the risk of sounding cliché, to have the privilege of
portraying the role of Belle, in such a magical location as the Whistling Gardens, truly feels
like a fairytale come true."

"Beauty and the Beast is a story of
Hope, told with some of the funniest
and most beautiful music ever written.
It shows us we need to look beneath
the surface to find what truly matters."
Not a stranger to the stage herself,
Monk's resume includes Playful Fox
Productions' Ursula in "The Little
Mermaid', Velma in "Hairspray" and
Donna in "Mamma Mia".
As with many small businesses,
Covid restrictions in 2020 and 2021 have greatly reduced revenue generation for young
entrepreneurs. If inclined, show sponsorships or donations towards furthering the
performing arts are always gratefully welcomed and appreciated.
For more information about Playful Fox Productions please go to https://www.facebook.
com/playfulfoxproductions
Tickets for "Disney's Beauty and the Beast" are on sale now at pfpbeauty.eventbrite.ca
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Be seen with

BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

TASTE OF GLENHYRST 2019
June 20, 2019 • Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant, Brantford •

D Jason Freeze

PRIDE IN THE PARK 2019
June 15, 2019 • Mohawk Park, Brantford D Jason Freeze

JUNE 2021

Be seen with

BSCENE

facebook twitter instagram

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

SPRINGTIME IN PARIS 2019
June 1, 2019 • Paris Lions Park, Paris, ON •

D Jason Freeze

PETER PAN BY PLAYFUL FOX PRODUCTIONS 2019
D
June 7, 2019 • St. Paul's United Church, Paris, ON
Jason Freeze
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

PARIS: PART 1
The Grand River Valley was largely uninhabited
between 1653 and 1690. Conflicts between the
Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee over control of
the fur-trade erupted from time-to-time during
the first half of the 1600s. By 1649, these conflicts
had grown into full-scale regional warfare with the
Haudenosaunee prevailing by destroying the Neutral,
Huron and Petun Confederacies and causing the
survivors to flee to distant areas. After 1650, southern
Ontario became an extended hunting ground for the
Haudenosaunee with some settlement activity along
the coast of Lake Ontario
between Niagara-on-theLake and Toronto.

American Revolutionary War. When the Americans
defeated the British, the Haudenosaunee lost their
land base in the Finger Lakes Region of New York
State. The Treaty of Paris of 1783 officially ended the
War. After being excluded from the treaty negotiations,
Joseph Brant lobbied Frederick Haldimand, the
Governor of the Province of Québec (which at the
time included what is now southern Ontario) for
compensation for their support of the Crown and the
subsequent loss of their land in America.

The Mississaugas
In the 1680s, the
Anishinaabe began to
organise to mount a
counter-offensive against
the Haudenosaunee.
In the early 1690s,
the Anishinaabe
managed to push the
Haudenosaunee back to
their original territory
south of Lake Ontario.
The Mississaugas played
a key role in the battles
for the Anishinaabe. The
Mississaugas negotiated
Early settlers of the Forks of the Grand (Source: At the Forks of the Grand, Donald A. Smith, pg 5)
a peace treaty with the
Mohawks and decided to
settle in southern Ontario. This was about 1695. Up to
In order to find a territory for the Haudenosaunee to
that time, the Mississaugas occupied a territory along
move to, Frederick Haldimand negotiated the Between
the north shore of Lake Huron, roughly between Blind
the Lakes Purchase with the Mississaugas in 1784
River and Echo Bay.
for the acquisition of about 3 million acres of land. On
The Mississaugas divided into two groups. One group
25-October-1784, Haldimand granted: to the Mohawks
settled between Peterborough and Brockville along
and all those that followed, a tract of land, six miles in
the St. Lawrence River, and another group established
depth, on each side of the Grand River from its mouth
themselves between Toronto and Fort Erie.
to its source. Because the land was poorly understood
at the time there was uncertainty with the description
Over time, the Mississaugas considered their
of the lands in the original surrender thus a survey of
traditional territory to be from the Rouge River, then
the land was conducted and Treaty 3 was drafted in
westerly along the dividing ridge between Lake Ontario
1792 to clarify what was ceded. The survey revealed
and Lake Huron, to the headwaters of the Thames
that the source of the Grand River was not included
River, southerly to Long Point, easterly to the Niagara
in the purchased lands so John Graves Simcoe, the
River, and along the river to Lake Ontario and back
lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada, terminated the
to the Rouge River. The Grand River Valley fell within
Haudenosaunee land grant at the Jones Baseline Road
these boundaries.
which was the eastern boundary of the Between the
Haldimand Tract
Lake Purchase.
The Haudenosaunee supported the British during the
Treaty 4, also known as the Simcoe Patent, was

issued in 1793. The Treaty clarified ambiguities in the
Haldimand Proclamation and allowed the government
to construct roads that crossed the Haldimand Tract.
Dundas Street
The first road built across the Tract was named Dundas
Street after Henry Dundas, Britain’s Home Secretary.
The settlers took to calling it the Governor’s Road.
Simcoe had originally intended to make London the
capital of Upper Canada so he had a road built from
the western end of Lake Ontario to London. The survey
team lead by Augustus Jones
reached the Forks of the Grand
(Paris) on 5-April-1793. Jones
noted the gypsum deposits
along the river in his survey of
the road. The Queen’s Rangers
reached the Forks of the Grand
in October after carving a crude
narrow trail through the thick
forest. The road reached the
Upper Forks of the Thames
River (Woodstock) in 1794. This
road would ultimately lead to
the opening up of the Forks of
the Grand area, but it would
take another 35 years.
Simcoe’s bid for naming
London the capital was rejected
by the governor-general Lord
Dorchester but his second
choice, York (Toronto), was
accepted.
According to lore, the first settler in what was to be
Paris was a lonely trapper who lived in a log cabin,
where Penmarvian is today.
Sale of Block No. 1
Joseph Brant wanted to sell some of the Haldimand
Tract because he felt the area was too small for a
hunting ground and too large for the small population
of Haudenosaunee to clear and cultivate the land. The
money raised from the sale of land was to be used
to invest in annuities to support the Haudenosaunee.
Block No. 1, Dumfries Township, was sold in 1798. At
the same time, Brant granted leases for land south of
the Forks to friends. These grants were made without
consulting the Six Nations Council. These lands would
later be in Brantford Township.
The early acquirers of land around the Forks did little
to encourage settlement in the area. The land was held
for speculative reasons. Block No. 1 passed through
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Henry Dundas
The origin of the name Mississaugas of the
Credit. The first known written account that
identified and located the Mississaugas is a
1640 account by the French Jesuits. They were
identified as Oumisagai. The name could have
referred to the Eagle Clan of the Ojibway Nation
or to the mouth of the Mississagi River, west of
Blind River, an important fishing location for
the Mississaugas.

Traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation is outlined in black on this map. The Between the Lakes Purchase is shown in
purple on the map. (Source: mcnfc.ca/treaty3)

a number of owners until William Dickson acquired
the block in 1816. Dickson had the block, he named
Dumfries, surveyed so he could sell lots to settlers.
Land Grants
In 1804, Joseph Brant granted Augustus Jones a 1,200
acre 999 year land lease for his services in surveying
the Haldimand Tract, even though Jones was paid by
the government for his surveying services. Jones was
married to a Haudenosaunee chief’s daughter. It was
common to ensure family was looked after. This tract
was the land between Block No. 1 and Dundas Street
extending about six miles eastward from the Grand
River.
Brant also granted Benjamin Canby, a Niagara
merchant and friend of Augustus Jones, 600 acres
999 year land lease west of the Grand River between
Block No. 1 and Dundas Street. This lease included the
plaster beds at the Forks. In about 1812, Canby’s lease
was acquired by George Hamilton. The City of Hamilton
is named after George.
The absentee leaseholders were speculators and did
little to encourage settlement of the area.
First Settlers
In 1819, John Holme, a Niagara merchant and Quaker,
purchased four lots north of the Forks from William
Dickson. William Holme, John Holme’s brother, arrived
at the Forks in 1821. He became the first settler at the
Forks. John transferred the lots over to William in 1822.
William Holme came from a wealthy family and bought
with him five or six hired men and their families. Land

was cleared at what is now Dumfries and Church
Streets and a log cabin built. Holme leased the plaster
beds at the Forks from its owner and sold the gypsum
to the early settlers of the district.
William’s brother Christopher joined him at the Forks in
1821. In 1822, William Curtis, a close friend and Quaker,
and his family joined William Holme at the Forks.
Curtis acquired about 600 acres of land on the east side
of the Grand River between 1819 and 1824. He spent
his time clearing his land.
In about 1824, William Holme had a raceway dug
between the Nith River and the Grand River passing
roughly where the walkway connects the Broadway
Street parking lot with Grand River Street North. He
erected a mill to grind gypsum where the Bank of
Montreal is today. He also had part of the oak plain
between Homestead Road and Paris Links Road
cleared.
In 1823, Hiram Capron first laid eyes on the Forks.
Capron was an iron-ware salesman. He was from
Vermont. He was involved with the first ironworks
in Ontario, the Normandale Furnace in Normandale,
between 1821 and 1828. Capron was captivated by the
view and could see its potential. He vowed to one day
own this property.
In 1828, there was still no settlement. The Forks of the
Grand was the location of a plaster bed and mill and a
few log cabins. It is where Dundas Street crossed the
Grand River. Holme’s interest was in developing an
estate to preside over, not to sell lots and develop a
town. That would require a person of vision and vigour.

The Mississaugas traded with the French fur
traders. The traders would extend credit to the
Mississaugas, for the acquisition of European
goods, at a particular river location. This
location was the site of an important salmon
fishery. This river became known as the Credit
River and the Mississaugas became known as
the Mississaugas of the Credit.
John Graves Simcoe was appointed the
lieutenant-governor
of
Upper
Canada
12-September-1791. He arrived in Canada on
11-November-1791 and wintered in Québec
City. He reached Kingston on 24-June-1792. He
arrived in Newark (Niagara-on-the-Lake), the
seat of the colonial government, on 26-July1792. He opened the first parliament of Upper
Canada on 17-September-1792. He named York
as the temporary capital in 1793 while plans for
London were underway but York became the
permanent capital on 1-February-1796.
Henry Dundas was the trusted lieutenant of
British Prime Minister William Pitt and the
most powerful politician in Scotland. He was
friends with John Graves Simcoe. Dundas had
almost total control of Scottish politics. In
1776, he argued successfully for the freedom of
Joseph Knight who was a slave in Jamaica and
later taken to Scotland. Dundas is embroiled in
controversy for allegedly delaying the abolition
of slavery in the British Empire. The motion to
abolish the slave trade (immediately) in 1791
was defeated. When it was reintroduced in 1792,
Dundas added the word gradual to the motion.
The amended motion passed. The trading of
slaves was finally abolished in 1807.

Source: National Portrait Gallery, London
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Brantford’s

CANADA
DAY
FÊTE DU CANADA

Celebrate Brantford’s Canada Day with a line-up of FREE
and exciting activities for the whole family!
• Show Your Spirit Home Decorating Contest with a chance to win $1,000
courtesy of The Kiwanis Club of Brantford (Register by June 16)
• Canadians Cook Together (June 17 at 4:00 p.m.)
• Canadians Kahoot Together with a chance to win
1 of 3 gift cards (June 30 at 7:00 p.m.)
• Young Canadians’ Drive-Thru Character Safari
(July 1 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.)
• The Taste of Canada (July 1)
• Virtual Concert (July 1 at 7:00 p.m.) and more!
Activities planned with everyone’s safety in mind.

Learn more at brantford.ca/CanadaDay
#BrantfordCanadaDay I canadaday@brantford.ca I 519-759-4150

