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• And as always, keep washing your hands and wearing your masks!
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readership who are invested in experiencing what
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The BSCENE Team
Last month we said farewell to our local hero Walter Gretzky. The outpouring of
condolences was tremendous as memorials popped up at the Wayne Gretzky Sports
Centre after his passing. RIP Walter Gretzky.
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for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program
with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s

Special thank you to Heritage Canada and the Canadian Periodical Fund,
Special Measures for Journalism for their recent support and grant funding.

is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce
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FRIENDLY VOICE FOR SENIORS, JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY
Buzz Me is “SKIP’s response to the pandemic.
feet apart made it impossible to engage in conversations.

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com

“I‘ve had many callers say I’m feeling blue today, or I’m
feeling hopeless today and by the end of the conversation,
their spirits are lifted and that’s really what our aim is.
We’re not a crisis line,” she said.
SKIP’S biggest focus was initially the “Person to Person”
program where elementary school children would visit
seniors in person. The pandemic, which has hit long

fields such as social work or health care. Students
themselves gain valuable life experience from speaking
with seniors, who sometimes act as mentors.
But they’re also extending the network and anyone
anywhere, who wants to be of service to others, can
apply to be a volunteer by logging onto the website and
filling out an application. Seniors with computers wanting
to fill up their days with easy, safe, purposeful volunteer
work, are also urged to apply to become Buzz Me agents.
Praass says the computer program is easy to
learn and they’d especially like to hear from
seniors who want to talk to other seniors.
Volunteers are required to undergo a standard
police check and fill out confidentiality forms.
And callers’ last names are not collected,
unless the senior wants to book a “wellness”
call online for a specific time and wishes to
leave their name.

With the pandemic forcing the cancellation
of in-person visits, SKIP, (Seniors and Kids
Intergenerational Programs) like so many
others, has had to pivot.
The result, is Buzz Me. A simple, but highly
effective program/service, linking mostly
university and college students, working
from their computers, with isolated seniors
on their phones.

Submitted photos

Thanks to a $99,700 one year grant from the
Trillium Foundation’s, Resilient Communities
Fund grant, Buzz Me was launched on June
1st 2020, also the 10th anniversary of the
annual Intergenerational Day.
Buzz Me program coordinator, Tina Praass,
says, “It was SKIP’S response to the
pandemic.”
“You know, I talked to seniors in long term care facilities
during the lockdown and they would tell me, they only
got to engage with friends when they went outside for a
half an hour while physically distanced, but in the colder
months, which is most of the year, they’re not getting that
opportunity to engage,” she said.
Praass says she spoke to one woman who always looked
forward to the dinner hour, which pre-pandemic was the
highlight of her day, because that’s when she would get a
chance to eat a meal with her friends, talk about the day
and have “that social interaction.”
But when pandemic restrictions increased, people in long
term care weren’t even able to eat at the same table and
with the hearing challenges many seniors face, being six

term care especially hard, has put that initiative on hold
indefinitely, but Buzz Me, which recruits older students,
has been a successful alternative.
Currently, there’s a team of about 16 Buzz Me volunteers,
made up mostly of university and college students
from multiple campuses throughout the area, including
Brantford, Hamilton and Waterloo. Some are even
learning remotely from home in places like Ottawa or
Oakville, but because they can log on remotely, they can
talk to seniors in Brantford.
Praass says anyone can apply to be a volunteer, but they
are especially looking for university students. It helps
them complete volunteer placement hours safely and
remotely and the program is ideal for those in the “caring”

What also makes the program easy to use is
a partnership with Canada 211, which offers
seniors the ability to reach “Buzz Me” by not
having to remember a 1-800 number. Canada
211 is a federally sponsored number allowing
people to access information about their own
community.

“So they can dial 211 on their phones and they
can ask for Buzz Me Brantford and they can
reach us, which is unique to this program,” said Praass.
Praass also sees value in continuing the virtual program
even after the pandemic, as part of the new normal. “I
think globally what people are waking up to, is that social
isolation is a thing. It’s been going on in long term care
for years and this is nothing new to them,” she said.
Seniors wishing to receive a call from a Buzz Me agent
can call 1-866-BUZZ or 211 and ask for Buzz Me in
Brantford.
They can also book through the website https://www.
goskip.org/buzz-me, which is where potential volunteers
can also apply.
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notification to BCHU if a worker becomes sick with
symptoms consistent with COVID-19 at any point
during their stay in Canada. Workers are permitted to
complete their quarantine period on-farm.

COMMUNITY NEWS & MEDIA RELEASES

A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s COVID-19 programs & services:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19
City to Provide Free Transit to COVID-19 Vaccination
Clinics in Brantford
Submitted Media Release

The City of Brantford is pleased to announce that
beginning Monday March 29, 2021, Brantford Transit
and Brantford Lift will offer free transit service to
residents who are travelling to a vaccination clinic
in the city for the purpose of receiving COVID-19
immunization.
In the City of Brantford, vaccinations are currently
being conducted by the Brant County Health Unit at
1 Market Square and 355 Henry Street. Free transit
service will be extended to any potential future
vaccination locations as roll out of the COVID-19
vaccine continues in our community over the next
several months.
All transit riders are asked to comply with the City’s
COVID-19 protocols and to show their appointment
confirmation to board the bus for free and confirmation
that they have received the vaccination for the
return trip. Face coverings remain mandatory for
riders on Brantford Transit and Brantford Lift and
physical distancing of two metres (six feet) should be
maintained wherever possible. Information about City
bus schedules is available at brantford.ca/transit or by
calling 519-753-3847 ext 5932.
Currently, the Brant County Health Unit is
administering COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics for adults
72 years-of-age and older (born in 1949 or earlier)
who reside in Brantford. Vaccination clinics are by
appointment only. No walk-ins will be accepted at
clinic locations in Brantford. For more information
about booking a vaccination appointment please visit
www.bchu.org.
Parking Enforcement Fees
Parking fees at Market Centre Parkade will continue
to be waived during the month of April, and reinstated
beginning May 1, 2021.
Beginning May 1, 2021, free parking at the Market
Centre Parkade will be provided to residents attending
1 Market Square for the purpose of obtaining a
COVID-19 vaccine. Residents are asked to show their
appointment confirmation at the Parking Kiosk upon
entering the parkade and to show confirmation of
receipt of the vaccination to exit the Market Centre
Parkade free of charge.
Throughout the pandemic, the City has exercised
a high level of discretion with respect to parking
by-laws. A review of the temporary suspension of
the Re-Park/No Re-Park and the Twenty-Four (24)
Consecutive Hour Parking by-laws will be reviewed
again at the end of May, 2021.

“We understand throughout the pandemic, seniors are
at a higher risk of getting very sick from COVID-19.
Many seniors have been isolating and missing their
family, friends and regular activities. At the County,
we will work with seniors to remove barriers and help
them get the vaccine as efficiently as possible.”
Effective immediately, all seniors who are requesting
Brant eRide for the purpose of accessing a local
vaccine clinic will be able to do so free of charge. Brant
eRide is the County’s public transportation service. For
more information about how to book a ride, visit www.
brant.ca/eRide or call 519.44BRANT (519.442.7268),
1.855.44BRANT. Please book a ride at least 24 hours
in advance of your appointment.
According to the Brant County Health Unit, COVID-19
Vaccine Clinic appointments are for adults 72 years-ofage and older (born in 1949 or earlier) who reside in
Brant. Vaccination clinics are by appointment only. No
walk-ins will be accepted at clinic locations. Residents
now have the ability to book a first and second dose.
For more information about booking an appointment
with the Brant County Health Unit, visit www.bchu.org.
Library Launches Community Survey
Submitted Media Release

The Brantford Public Library has launched a
community survey that will aid in library planning for
the next two decades.
The survey can be found at www.brantfordlibrary.
ca/survey and is designed for both library users and
non-users. Those who complete the survey could be
eligible to be entered into a draw for a new iPad.
The survey is part of a larger library planning study
that will inform how library services should be
delivered as the community grows over the next 20
years. By 2041, it is expected that more than 160,000
people will live in Brantford.
The survey asks questions about what services people
currently use and want from the Brantford Public
Library. Plus, it has questions on where new library
branches should be located and whether the library
should look into alternative delivery models, such as
bookmobiles, book kiosks, and more.
The survey will be live from March 24 to April 14.
Brantford Public Library currently operates two
branches in Brantford. The Main Branch is downtown
and a smaller branch, is located at 441 St. Paul
Avenue. Plans are also in development to include
a new library branch in the Shellard Lane area of
Brantford, as part of a shared facility with a new public
school and recreation facility.
Each year, more than 500,000 people visit the
Brantford Public Library to borrow library materials,
use public printing, photocopying and computer
stations and participate in programming. In 2020, even
in the midst of a pandemic, there were more than 250
uses of study and meeting rooms at the library.
Membership to the Brantford Public Library is free
for all residents in Brantford, County of Brant and Six
Nations.
The County of Brant Welcomes Temporary Foreign
Workers
Submitted Media Release

All other on-street parking by-laws including parking
restrictions in the downtown core remain in effect.

The County of Brant welcomes Temporary Foreign
Workers back to the community.

For more information about City programs and
services, residents are encouraged to contact the
City’s Customer Contact Centre at 519-759-4150 or
customercontact@brantford.ca.

“We are pleased to welcome Temporary Foreign
Workers back to the County of Brant. Many workers
return to the County year after year, supporting our
local food supply,” said Mayor David Bailey. “We are
thankful they offer their specialized farming skills
and we certainly value their contribution to our
community.”

The County of Brant Offers Free Transit for Seniors to
Access COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics
Submitted Media Release

The County of Brant will offer free public transit to
seniors who would like to access the community’s
COVID-19 vaccine clinics.
“The community has come together in incredible ways
throughout the pandemic,” said Mayor David Bailey.

The County of Brant welcomes over 800 workers in a
typical year. The Brant County Health Unit (BCHU) has
taken a proactive approach and has issued a number
of requirements to ensure the safety of workers and
the community. Included in the list of requirements
is a mandatory quarantine period of 14 days, an
isolation accommodation and transportation plan and

“Temporary Foreign Workers are integral to local
farming operations and the food supply chain,” said Dr.
Elizabeth Urbantke, Acting Medical Officer of Health.
“As our community continues to operate within the
lens of COVID-19, both farm operators and workers
play an important role in preventing the spread of this
illness.”
The County of Brant Economic Development team
has been working hand-in-hand with the agricultural
community and all pertinent levels of government
from the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure
the agricultural sector within Brant is supported.
The County, in collaboration with Conestoga
College, is also working to address local agricultural
labour challenges by supporting the creation of an
Agricultural Equipment Operator pilot program, with
the first cohort set to graduate in April 2021. The
second intake for the pilot program will start in the
near future. For more information about the program,
visit www.conestogac.on.ca/fullti…/agriculturalequipment-operator.
City Offering April Spring Break Day Camps with
Strict COVID-19 Measures in Place
Submitted Media Release

The City of Brantford is pleased to offer Spring Break
Day Camps from April 12 to 16, 2021 for children
ages 4 to 12 at Woodman Park Community Centre
and the Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre. All necessary
COVID-19 health and safety protocols consistent with
our region’s current Red-Control level designation will
be in place including enhanced cleaning measures and
enforcement of physical distancing, face coverings and
regular hand washing hygiene.
The Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre, located at 254
North Park Street, will offer a Spring Break Aquatic
Camp to children ages 6 to 12 years from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Campers can enjoy a variety of physically
distanced activities including: swimming, ice-skating,
crafts, sports, games and more. Registrants must
bring a swimsuit, towel, water bottle, comfortable
running shoes for both indoors and outdoors,
appropriate outdoor clothing and lunch including
snacks. Extended care will not be offered at this time.
Woodman Park Community Centre, located at 491
Grey Street, will offer two Woodman Park Spring
Break Camps for children ages 4 to 8 and 9 to 12 years
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Free extended care will
be available 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. Campers can expect to have a great time
playing distanced games, activities, crafts and more.
Registrants must bring a water bottle, comfortable
running shoes for both indoors and outdoors,
appropriate outdoor clothing and lunch including
snacks.
“We are excited to offer this opportunity for kids
to engage with others in a safe environment while
offering parents child care”, said Emily Hunter, Aquatic
Supervisor, Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre. These
camps have been designed to get participants off the
couch, out of the house and safely interacting with
their peers in a large supervised space.”
Pre-registration is required for both camps through
Brantford.ca/RecConnect. There are limited spots
available. Registration begins online on Monday,
March 29 at 8:00 a.m. Additional COVID-19 safety
protocols including, daily screening and sign-in, use of
face coverings, enhanced cleaning and handwashing
and physical distancing will be implemented. Please
note all programming is dependent on current
provincial direction and modifications may be required.
Financial assistance is available for those who
qualify. Please reference the Financial Assistance
Chart to determine eligibility and fill out the Financial
Assistance Application to apply. For more information,
please call 519-756-9900 ext. 5294 or email wgsc@
brantford.ca to make an appointment to apply for
financial assistance.
Red-Control Designation Impacts on City of Brantford
Programs and Services
Submitted Media Release

Effective immediately, Brantford is in the RedControl level of the Keeping Ontario Safe and Open
Framework. This means broader-scale measures and
restrictions across multiple sectors are in place to
control transmission in our area. Restrictions in RedControl are the most severe available before widescale
business or organizational closures.
Upon the advice of the Brant County Health Unit Acting
Medical Officer of Health (MOH), no patrons outside of

the region comprising the City of Brantford, County of
Brant and Six Nations of the Grand River are permitted
to access recreational services at City of Brantford
facilities no matter what colour designation of the
Keeping Ontario Safe and Open Framework patrons
outside of our region are travelling from.
Outside Jurisdiction Orders
Individuals who live in other jurisdictions who are
already registered to play hockey for a Brantford
league/team are permitted to only train in City facility
rinks while Brantford remains in the Red designation
level of the provincial framework. For example, a
player who lives in Hamilton is permitted to train at
City arenas ONLY IF he/she is pre-registered and is
already on a Brantford team. However, entire teams
from other jurisdictions outside our region are not
permitted to visit City arenas at this time, no matter
what colour designation level the team is travelling
from. Furthermore, within the Red designation,
scrimmage and/or games are not permitted.
Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre
Fitness & Indoor track
The Weight Room, Fitness classes and Indoor Track
will be limited to 10 participants at one time. Preregistration is required every Wednesday beginning at
7:00 a.m. for bookings the following week. Register
online at Brantford.ca/RecConnect. Back-to-back
bookings are not available at this time.
Gymnasium
Gymnasium rentals will be limited to 10 athletes plus
coaches/trainers. Bookings for the Gymnasium are
restricted to Brantford sports organizations only.
Outside jurisdiction organization bookings will not be
accepted at this time.
Arenas
- Scrimmage and/or games at the facility will not be
permitted. Approved use is for training only
- Minor rentals will continue, however adult rentals
will be cancelled while Brantford remains in the Red
level designation
- All dressing rooms will remain closed including
goalie rooms
- The capacity limit on each ice pad is 10 players/
skaters plus coaches/trainers
- The capacity limit in each rink is 25 people
- Children under 18 years of age may be accompanied
by one parent or guardian
- No spectators are permitted
- Pre-screening questions including contact tracing
questions will be asked upon entry
- Approved user groups will be required to continue
providing pre-populated Screening Sheets at the time
of each rental
- Patrons/renters that reside outside of Brantford, the
County of Brant or Six Nations of the Grand River will
not be permitted to rent or attend programs/activities
at City facilities until further notice
- All user groups associated with a Brantford Sports
Association will be required to continue to follow
enhanced protocols currently in place
Community Centres
Effective immediately until further notice, pickle-ball
and sports rentals at City Community Centres are
cancelled.
Woodman Community Centre Indoor Skatepark
The Indoor Skatepark at Woodman Community Centre
will remain open for the time being, however the
capacity limit is now reduced to 10 or less patrons at
a time
Online City Services
Many services can be requested and addressed using
one of our comprehensive online forms, meaning
you can conveniently request a city service from the
comfort of your home. Review the list of Popular City
Services available online. Use the City’s online form to
report an issue or request a non-urgent City service.
For general enquiries, please email the Customer
Contact Centre or call 519-759-4150.
Let’s Take Care of Each Other
With case counts in our area rising, residents and
businesses play an even more significant role in
keeping our community safe. There are several risk
factors that help drive transmission of COVID-19,
including:
- close contact
- closed spaces
- crowded places
- forceful exhalation
Close contact is the highest risk. Limiting these risks
is critical to stopping the spread of COVID_19 in our
community. Please stay vigilant and continue to follow
these important public health guidelines:
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APRIL 2021 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
DATE

EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME
07:00 PM

ADDITIONAL INFO

Thurs. April 1 - May 27

A Place To Be (everyone welcome, connect with community)

reg. http://bit.ly/aPlacetoBe

April 1 - May 23

Doris Slater Titus Exhibition

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

on Zoom

Thurs. April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Karaoke with Gord

Brantford Polish Hall

06:00 PM

Fri. April 2, 9, 16 & 23

Strengthen Your Mind: A Course on Memory Enhancement

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9010&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/02/01 - on zoom

10:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library

Thurs. April 15 - June 24

Trivia Night

go to: https://crowd.live/EH3CA

07:30 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Thursday, April 1

Entertainment - live band

Brantford Polish Hall (Main Hall upstairs)

06:00 PM

Reservations required - call Rick at
226.802.1597

Thursday, April 1

Ichthys Theatre Productions presents: Sherlock Holmes and The April Fool’s Day Adventure

more info. https://www.facebook.com/ICHTHYSTheatre/

07:00 PM

Saturday, April 3

Hurt’n Merv

Brantford Polish Hall (main hall upstairs)

Tuesday, April 6

County of Brant Offering Virtual Workshop Series for Farms Directly Selling to the Public (Outstanding
Customer Service)

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/county-of-brant-agriculture-workshops-tickets-145276928203

Tuesday, April 6

Creation and the Nature of Things (Tues. April 6 - 27, 7:00-8:30pm, Five Oaks Education & Retreat
Centre)

reg. https://fiveoaks.venue360.me/public/events/homepage?&org=ALL&eventPlan=ALL&season=ALL&groupBySeason=false&event=28

07:00 PM

Tuesday, April 6

Spring Cleaning Series: DIY Chemical Free Cleaning

reg. http://brantlibrary.ca/calendar

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, April 7

Canvas Creations: Flower Zendoodle

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9076&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/04/01

9:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, April 7

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting

Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom

06:30 PM

Wednesday, April 7

Monthly General Meeting - Paris Horticultural Society

on Zoom

07:30 PM

Saturday, April 10

Saturday Art Studio (junior, children 5-6 yrs., Sat. April 10 - May 15, 10:00am - 12:00pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

10:00 AM

Afternoon Entertainment - Call Rick at
226.802.1597 for reservations, more info.

Saturday, April 10

Saturday Art Studio (senior, children 7-12 yrs., Sat. April 10 - May 15, 3:00-5:00pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

03:00 PM

Sunday, April 11

Drawing Fundaments (juniors, children 7-9 yrs., Sun. April 11 - May 16, 11:00am - 12:00pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

11:00 AM

Sunday, April 11

Drawing Fundaments (intermediates, children 10-12 yrs., Sun. April 11 - May 16, 12:30-1:30pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

12:30 PM

Sunday, April 11

Illustration Studio (teens, 13-17 yrs., Sun. April 11 - May 16, 2:00-4:00pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

02:00 PM

Monday, April 12

The Acorn Adventure Camp - Spring Break Camp (ages 6-12, for individual dates or April 12-16)

Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre

9:00 AM

Monday, April 12

Watercolour Painting with Jeanette Obbink (adults, Mon. April 12 -May 17, 9:30am - 12:00pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

9:30 AM

Monday, April 12

The Dreamboats

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

02:00 PM

send annual membership fee of $15.

Monday, April 12

Explorations in Acrylics with Linda Blakney (adults, Mon. April 12 - May 17)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

06:30 PM

Monday, April 12

Healing Circles For Grieving - Online Zoom Meeting (April 12 - May 17 at 7pm)

call Sydenham-Heritage United Church office at 519.753.1248 to register

07:00 PM

Tuesday, April 13

County of Brant offering Virtual Workshop Series for Farms Directly Selling to the Public (Digital
Marketing on a Shoestring Budget)

media release County of Brant March 6

Tuesday, April 13

The Acorn Adventure Camp - Spring Break Camp (ages 6-12, for individual dates or April 12 - 16)

Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre

9:00 AM

One Book Club (By Chance Alone by Max Eisen)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9102&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/04/01

02:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Tuesday, April 13

One Book Club (By Chance Alone by Max Eisen)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9103&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/04/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, April 14

The Acorn Adventure Camp - Spring Break Camp (ages 6-12, for individual dates or April 12 - 16)

Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre

9:00 AM

Wednesday, April 14

Brant Writes Writing Club (2nd Wed. of April, May & June)

reg.

07:00 PM

Thursday, April 15

The Acorn Adventure Camp - Spring Break Camp (ages 6-12, for individual dates or April 12 -16)

Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre

9:00 AM

Friday, April 16

The Acorn Adventure Camp - Spring Break Camp (ages 6-12, for individual dates or April 12 - 16)

Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre

9:00 AM

Friday, April 16

The Importance of Being Earnest (Playful Fox Productions)

Paris Presbyterian Church

07:30 PM

Playful Fox Productions

Saturday, April 17

The Importance of Being Earnest

Paris Presbyterian Church

02:00 PM

Playful Fox Productions

Saturday, April 17

The Importance of Being Earnest

Paris Presbyterian Church

07:30 PM

Playful Fox Productions

Sunday, April 18

One Book One Brant Author Event

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9101&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/04/01

01:30 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Sunday, April 18

The Importance of Being Earnest

Paris Presbyterian Church

02:00 PM

Playful Fox Productions

Tuesday, April 20

Virtual Workshop Series for Farms Directly Selling to the Public (Panel Presentation from Farmers who
are doing Value Added Agriculture)

reg. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/county-of-brant-agriculture-workshops-tickets-145276928203

Tuesday, April 20

Spring Cleaning Series: Spring Cleaning

reg. http://brantlibrary.ca/calendar

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Canvas Creations: Minimalist Painted Canvas

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9077&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/04/01

9:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, April 21

Container Gardening

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9186&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/04/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Saturday, April 24

Green, Green and More Green, Online Landscape Workshop with Jeanette Obbink (adults)

zoom, reg. https://glenhyrst-art-gallery.square.site/adult-classes-and-workshops

10:00 AM

Saturday, April 24

Spaghetti Day

Rossini Lodge

01:00 PM

Sunday, April 25

Ah, SHIRT! An Introduction to Sewing and Design (adults & teens 12+, Sun. April 25 - May 16, 6:309:30pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

06:30 PM

Tuesday, April 27

Virtual Book Club

reg.https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9155&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/04/01

02:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Tuesday, April 27

Spring Cleaning Series: File in Style

reg. http://brantlibrary.ca/calendar

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Thursday, April 29

Our, Town, A Writing Class with Larry Brown (adules, Thurs. April 29 - June 3, 6:30-8:30pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

06:30 PM

Tuesday, April 13

Wednesday, April 21

Offered by the County of Brant

Monday, May 3

Healing Circles For Grieving - online Zoom meeting (Mon. April 12 - May 17 at 7pm)

call Sydenham-Heritage United Church office at 519.753.1248 to register.

07:00 PM

Wednesday, May 5

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting

Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom

06:30 PM

- Stay home when you can and avoid close contact
with others outside of your household
- Wear a face covering in public spaces
- Wash your hands frequently
- Stay home if you are sick, even with mild symptoms
- Download the COVID alert app
Additional updates regarding City programs and
services, and the continuity of services consistent
with the Ontario Reopening framework are shared
regularly on the City’s Facebook and Twitter pages and
at brantford.ca/coronavirus.
Brantford City Council Extends Temporary Patio
Allowances
Submitted Media Release

At their Council meeting held on Tuesday, March 23,
2021, Brantford City Council unanimously approved
a staff report recommending the extension of a
Temporary Patio Allowance for private and public
outdoor patios to help local businesses meet the
criteria to provide services safely in a manner that
is consistent with capacity limits and restrictions
as outlined in the Keeping Ontario Safe and Open
Framework.
“The extension of these temporary allowances enables
restaurants and other commercial or retail uses in the
city the opportunity to apply for a temporary outdoor
patio extension from now until such a time that
capacity restrictions due to COVID-19 are no longer in
place,” says Mayor Kevin Davis. “The City and Council

County of Brant Public Library

$12. per order

recognize the importance of continuing to support our
local restaurants and business owners during what
continues to be a very difficult time for many retail
establishments in our community.”

All applicants will be required to adhere to guidelines
as set by the Brant County Health Unit, Alcohol and
Gaming Commission of Ontario, and Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act.

“Given the success of this program last summer,
it is our hope that the Temporary Patio Allowance
will continue to assist in economic recovery for
local businesses while adhering to and maintaining
physical distancing requirements during the COVID-19
pandemic”, says Joe Muto, Manager of Development
Planning at the City of Brantford. City Council also
approved a Temporary Use By-law that eases parking
requirements for outdoor patios associated with
restaurants and other businesses during the COVID-19
pandemic.

To learn more about guidelines and how to apply for
the Temporary Patio Allowance, please visit brantford.
ca/PatioBrantford. Businesses can also contact the
City of Brantford at 519-759-4150 or by email to
COBPlanning@brantford.ca with any questions.
For more information about City service updates
and the City’s ongoing response to the Coronavirus
COVID-19 pandemic, please visit brantford.ca/
coronavirus.
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THE ETHICS OF TEA
Special Tea’s
50 Grams
3 for $15 or
6 for $25
Rooibos, Black or Green
Many teas to choose from

Follow Us
@steves_teas
519-755-0177
www.stevesteas.com

Photo: Mukul Wadhwa/Unsplash

783 Colborne St East
Unit #2 Brantford.

LANA BURCHELL

communities.” 4

link stevesteas.com

Furthermore, we only work with suppliers who are concerned with
ethically sourcing their tea, to provide sustainable tea harvesting.
We want to enjoy tea, but also strive for future generations to
enjoy responsible tea.

Did you know that tea is the most popular beverage worldwide,
after water?1 From Rooibos in South Africa to Green tea in Japan.
Unfortunately, the reality is that not all tea is sourced the same.
Coffee is a publicly traded commodity, but tea is not.2 What does
this mean? There is no overarching regulatory body to ensure
ethically sourcing and sustainability.
At Steve’s Tea Company, we only work with local tea estates (what
vineyards are to wine is what tea estates are to the tea industry)
who pay their farmers a living wage. Furthermore, we support
female owned tea farmers. We know that when NGO’s send aid
to developing countries, that men invest in themselves, whereas
women invest in families, communities and employ local workers
to elevate a community.3 We strive to support those tea farmers
in their work to elevate communities. World Vision says, “Fair
trade tea ensure that health and safety standards are observed
and wages are fair and regulated for adults, so children don’t
have to work. What’s more, investment goes back into tea-grown

All of our teas are also free from artificial flavours. Whether you
are drinking tea for health reasons or because you like the taste
of a good cuppa, we want you to be drinking the best. That is why
our teas are ethically sourced, organic compliant, and small batch,
hand blended to ensure you are savouring the tea and not artificial
chemicals. For April, why don’t you come in and feature our
Banana Black Tea or Ginger Lime Green Tea. Happy sipping!

1

https://www.worldvision.ca/no-child-for-sale/resources/fair-trade-tea-guide

https://theteahaus.com/teajournal/blog/what-is-ethical-tea-partnership-and-whydoes-it-matter/

2

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2012/12/supporting-women-tobecome-entrepreneurs-through-microfinance-in-central-america-and-the-caribbean

3

4

https://www.worldvision.ca/no-child-for-sale/resources/fair-trade-tea-guide

BSCENE

PUZZLES

SUDOKU

How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and
3 X 3 box (with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.


250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 Wine
ben@positanowine.com
 Beer
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee
 Gift Cards

Difficulty Level : 2
Used with permission from http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 13

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

ADVERTISING WORKS...
YOU JUST PROVED IT!
PUT YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN FRONT OF
THOUSANDS OF EYES!
10,500 copies every month available at various locations and
neighbourhood routes in Brantford, Brant County &
Six Nations. Annual subscriptions available.

Contact: Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

APRIL 2021
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FOOD SCENE

RENEE VANDERHARST
“It’s really hard to play on your phone and eat ice cream at the same time. If you are
distracted it could get messy. Ice cream melts, fingers get sticky. So put your phone
away for a few minutes and enjoy your cone or sundae, alongside your family and
friends preferably.” That’s a fun and friendly piece of advice from Melanie Mears –
Co-owner of “Paris Twisted Treats” and
“What’s the Scoop?”.  
Along with her son Brandon, this
dynamic duo in Paris are known as
the “ice cream dream team.” The
pair opened “Paris Twisted Treats”
(affectionately referred to as “the
one on top”) in 2015. The location at
79 King Edward Street has all of the
soft serve options you could possibly
want. They have ice cream, frozen
yogurt, dairy free options, “twisters,”
and “supreme twisted treats sundaes.” Cool down with a milkshake, a slushie or
an iceberg. Celebrate a special occasion and impress your guests with a custom
cake or pie – very reasonably priced at
$30 for a 10-inch cake. Did I mention
that you get to choose two different
ice cream flavours and two different
toppings? The possibilities are
endless!   
After five years in business, in the
spring of 2020 (yes, at the beginning
of the pandemic), they had the
opportunity to add a second location.
“What’s The Scoop?” located at 20
Mechanic Street is your destination
of choice if hard ice cream is your
preference (show of hands). At any
given time, they offer between 40 and
60 different flavours! That is an entire seasons’ worth of variety.  
It only takes a few moments of conversation with Melanie to see and feel how
passionate, dedicated and loving this small
family-owned business is. They value
excellent customer service, a great product,
and supporting the local community. If you
ask what makes their small business so
special, she will tell you with great pride that
both locations only serve local. They are a
family business, supporting other family
businesses. Their ice cream comes from
“Shaws” in Tillsonburg, and “Central Smith”
in Peterborough. Ingredients and toppings
are locally sourced. They are famous for
their butter tart sundae (only available on

Submitted photos

BSCENE

facebook twitter instagram

long weekends), made with hand made butter tarts from a Paris bakery, and maple
syrup from St George. They also offer a killer strawberry shortcake sundae made
from locally grown berries and fresh baked shortcake, again from a small family
run bakery in town.
Another point of pride is their ongoing
charitable contributions. Just when
you think the treats can’t get any
sweeter - each month they select a
charity and donate a portion of their
sales to organizations that provide
important services and programs
to our community, like the Arnold
Anderson Sports Fund, where Melanie
also volunteers. “My son and I work full
time. I work at the Business Resource
Centre in Brantford and Brandon works
at West Brant Window World - my
husband Mike’s company. Mike is also
president of the Rotary Club, and is vice
president at Crime Stoppers. When we
retire we will be full time volunteers.
Until then the monthly donations are
one way for us to give back.” They also give back to local children, families, and the
young at heart with very reasonable pricing – which, as a parent of two, I certainly
appreciate!  
“This is sort of a side job
or hobby. We love our
community. We love
to give back. We love
ice cream. We love to
see smiles on peoples
faces. It’s so nice to be
able to offer a reason for
people to slow down and
enjoy a few moments of
happiness.” Grabbing an
ice cream treat requires
people to stop for a
minute and just enjoy it! A stop at “Paris Twisted Treats” or What’s the Scoop?” is a
chance to take a break from our busy world. So make a point of visiting one or both
locations… and hurry because these treats are only served up between Easter and
Thanksgiving.

	link paristwistedtreats.ca
facebook ParisTwistedTreats
facebook WhatsTheScoopParis
email twistedtreats@outlook.com
79 King Edward St., Paris, ON
20 Mechanic St., Paris ON
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

NEW COURT DECISIONS AFFECT
TERMINATION CLAUSES
There are two recent court decisions which
have a significant impact on termination of
employment in Ontario.
The first case, Waksdave v. Swegon North
America, 2020 ONCA 391, strikes down
the “no pay for Just Cause” clause in an
employment agreement. Essentially, if
your agreements have this clause, your
entire termination clause/section could
be ruled void if you are sued for Wrongful
Dismissal. It does not matter if there is a
“severability” clause, as the court ruled that
these clauses violate a person’s rights. At
the heart of the case is the fact that the
Employment Standards Act definition of
“Just Cause” is very high, and most times,
employers do not meet that threshold
when using “Just Cause” as the reason. It
is best to offer the minimum ESA payment
for a Just Cause, and use “common
law” precedents for the “without cause”
dismissals.
The second case, Iriotakis v. Peninsula
Employment Services Limited, 2021 ONSC
998, centers around a termination at the
start of the pandemic. The person was
offered 2 months pay, they felt this was
not enough, arguing the COVID pandemic
was impacting the job market, and asked
for 6 months pay. The court agreed
that a “reasonable approach is needed”

CUSTOMER SERVICE
KATHRYN KISSINGER
because “this influence is imprecise,
highly speculative and uncertain both to
the degree and duration at the time” of
termination. However, the court did not
agree entirely with the complainant, and
granted three months termination pay. It
is important to note the court also took
into consideration that the person obtained
CERB payments after their dismissal.
The takeaways from these cases are that
Employment agreements will need to be
modified as soon as possible to ensure
your termination clauses comply, and if
possible, be a little more generous when
terminating employment.
If your business needs help on these or other
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us

No matter what industry you are in, you want your
business to stand out and be successful. You want
to be better than every other business that you are
competing with. You need to know what differentiates
you from your competitors. What value added do
you provide? If you don’t have the answer, you can
ask your customers and friends to help you find one.
When you do, tell EVERYONE!
Investing time and energy into enhancing your
customer service strategies could create your
competitive advantage. With businesses preparing to
fully open, it is an important time to open strong, with
customer’s needs being a top priority.
This does not necessarily mean that you should
invest large amounts of money into customer service
training. Making small improvements can be both
effective and cost efficient. Afterall, strong customer
retention is more cost effective than bringing in new
customers.
Here are a few simple suggestions:
•

Know your product or service and ensure your
staff do too
Be friendly. A smile and eye contact are crucial
Tell your clients that you appreciate their
business
Appreciate and train staff. They will treat your
business like it’s their own
Listen to you customers. Once you understand
their experience you can make improvments
Share your differentiator or specialty
Be honest and show respect
Ask for feedback and referrals. Offer an
incentive
Use the feedback you receive to inform
decisions

•
•
•
•

for a free half-hour consultation!

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

•
•
•
•

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

Security
The best way to illustrate this is to look
at my phone. My phone is secure I have a
fingerprint and passcode on my phone. I also
have password protected accounts registered
to my phone. All this prevents anyone that
stole or found my phone from accessing any
information that I have on the phone. My
phone is secure.
Privacy
I have Apps on my android phone that allow
information about me to be shared with
Google. This can be a good thing or a bad
thing depending on your perspective but what
is important is that you understand what is
happening.
An example is the App I use to log my
mileage that I drive during the month. I can
classify each drive as personal or business
and generate a report for Canadian Revenue
Agency (CRA) to claim my allowable business
mileage. For the app to work I must allow
Google to know where my phone is at all
times.

The pandemic most likely changed your business
model and perhaps your customer service tactics
as well. During this time, it is extremely important
to be flexible and adapt to real time changes.
Some customers may require more time to feel
comfortable and make decisions. It is important to be
mindful of their needs and put them first.
The goal is happy customers. Happy customers
will tell others and refer their friends and family.
Unfortunately, unhappy customers tell even more
people. Proactive customer service strategies will
build a larger and stronger customer base and
ensure the success of your business.
Enterprise Brant provides financing and business
consultations to support businesses in Brantford
Brant. Need assistance? Call us!

Need help? Call us! 519-752-4636.

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

EDUCATION
BUILD BETTER ATTENTION SKILLS

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN SECURITY & PRIVACY?
The next few articles we will discuss security
and privacy on our smart devices. The
distinction is important to understand so
people can make informed decisions about the
information that they share from their devices.

DENISE BAKER

Attention skills are important both in and out of the
classroom. Staying on topic for a sustained period of
time isn’t always easy! Like reading and writing, focus
and attention skills can be developed, even if students
struggle with ADD/ADHD.

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM
How could Google use this information? In
a recent article published by CBC, the article
indicated people were not moving around as
much during the lockdown. This data was
obtained from android phones like mine with
their location settings turned on.
I have made the decision that the convenience
of my App knowing my location is worth the
privacy that I give up. Not all people may
feel the same as I do. The important thing
is to understand how the privacy settings on
your phone work and how the data may be
collected and used.
If you have any questions about the difference
between security and privacy of your phone,
contact us at CPR Cell Phone Repair.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

We are a society of instant gratification. When things
do not come easily such as learning challenging
subjects, students can lose interest and motivation
to focus and therefore begin to exhibit ADD-like
behaviours. Technology such as video games, instant
messaging, texting, and email can also contribute to
shorter attention spans.
Not all children with inability to focus have true ADD.
Children can display behaviours that are similar to
ADD/ADHD simply because they have not been taught
how to pay attention.

TIFFANY BERE
•

Practice building attention skills by solving
puzzles and playing board games.

•

Identify distractions. Learn to recognize and
refocus when attention drifts.

•

Use a timer and practice staying on task for
longer periods each time.

“It always seems impossible until it is
done.”
Nelson Mandela

At Oxford Learning, attention skills are an integral part
of every student’s program. We help every student
develop self-awareness, strengthen on-task skills,
and learn to recognize when attention drifts. All of our
programs help students build thinking and learning
skills, as well as planning and organizational abilities.

Metacognitive Awareness is the term for becoming
aware of what the mind is doing, and is a skill
everyone can learn.

Contact us for more information on our programs
as well as our new Virtual Table™ Teaching
Sessions!

By learning to identify distractions, recognize when
attention shifts, and stretch focus for longer periods of
time, students build learning confidence.
Often medication is needed to properly manage the
symptoms of ADD/ADHD, but classroom and athome strategies can help give families tools that help
them feel in charge and not completely reliant on a
prescription to help them cope.
Tips to Start Building Attention Skills
•

Work systematically. Use a numbering
system for all tasks and follow the order.

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.
1084 Rest Acres Rd., Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.
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CALLING ALL STUDENT ENTREPRENEURS!
2021
•

A student returning to school in the Fall of 2021

•

Are you proposing a new start-up business

MELANIE MEARS

•

A resident of Ontario

link brantford.ca/en/business-and-development/
business-resource-centre.aspx

•

A Canadian citizen or Landed Immigrant

•

Not working at another job or attending school for
more than 12 hours per week during the duration of
the program

•

Prepared to commit 35 hours per week to the
experience

Do you want to be your own boss this summer? The
Brantford-Brant Business Resource Centre is proud to
announce applications for the 2021 Summer Company
Grant Program are now open.

Are you a student
interested in running
your own

?

Summer Company is a grant program funded by the
province of Ontario providing students between 15 and 29
years old training, mentoring and grant funding of up to
$3000 to start and operate their own summer business.

Businesses NOT eligible for Summer Company:

Summer Company 2021
•

Great opportunity for enterprising students who want
to start their own business

•
•

•

A partnership

•

A franchise

•

A distributorship

•

A multi- level marketing venture

•

A musical venture such as bands, DJs dance / party
events

Provides hands on business coaching from local
mentors and other small business owners

•

A previous recipient of a Summer Company award

Opportunity to receive an award of up to $1,500 to
assist with start-up costs and an additional $1,500
upon completion of the program

How do I apply for Summer Company?

Am I eligible for Summer Company?
•

Are you between 15-29 years of age as of April 30,

THE ART & SCIENCE OF RATIONAL VS. IRRATIONAL REPONSES
response initiates. The Blue
or prefrontal cortex is the
part of your brain that does

JOE PERSIA
link cognitivedynamics.ca
twitter @cognitivedynamics
instagram cognitivedynamics
Changing the way we think… about communication.
“All Behaviour is Communication” (L.R. Knost)
Have you ever wondered, “What were they thinking?” OR “Why did
they just do that?”
I am convinced that there are a great many of us who have on
occasion wondered about a response we got from a family member,
friend, colleague and/or even an acquaintance. We might have on
those occasions questioned their rationale. Well…. Guess what!
If their reaction appeared to be irrational, there was a very real
possibility that they were either “irrational” or possibly even “nonrational” at the time of their response which may have been driven by
the Limbic system in their brain.
As remarkably complex as the brain is, we can simplify our look at it
by subdividing it into three parts. The reptilian brain, the mammalian
brain, and the prefrontal cortex. Each section characterized by the
colours Brown, Red, and Blue, respectively. The Brown or Reptilian
Brain is responsible for functions aimed solely at ensuring survival
and is made up mainly of the brain stem. The mammalian (Red)
brain consists of the limbic system and includes where memories
are made and stored, threats are perceived and the fight/flight

Submitted graphic

the thinking, evaluating and
decision-making, or what
have come to be known as
executive functions.
Long considered a model
that represents the brain’s evolution, this representation is much less
an evolutionary model and much more of a functional depiction with
acknowledgment to The MEHRIT Ctr.
While the Brown Brain regulates our basic metabolic functions, the
Red Brain is constantly scanning the environment for threats and
danger, and once perceived primes the body for action: muscles
tense up, respiration quickens as oxygen is needed, heart rate
accelerates to prime us for rapid reactionary response.
The problem however lies in when events occur that then
require our attention to potential threats. Attention that has
our brain is consuming energy in the form of glucose. When
this glucose energy reserve becomes depleted, we have little if any
left to fuel our Blue Brain’s, evaluative, thinking processes that are
also demanding and energy expensive. We fall into a primal Fight or
Flight response that is so often not rational at all but rather a product
of the perceived threat’s interpretation. This places us squarely in
the High Tension/Low Energy (HT/LE) quadrant I described in last
month’s article.
So, the next time you get a response that you feel is an overreaction… ask yourself Why? And Why Now? What stressors have
them so depleting their energy (glucose) levels so as to be feeling
that they are in that HT/LE state? You will then be Reframing their
response.

Fill out an application form online www.ontario.ca/
summercompany by May 23, 2021.
For assistance please contact Melanie Mears at
mearsme@brantford.ca or 519-717-4020.
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BRANT LIBRARY KEEPS THE KIDS BUSY
THIS APRIL BREAK
come, first-served basis.
Love trivia? On Monday, April 12, grab your friends and compete
in a round of online trivia for kids beginning at 1:00 PM. To play,
head to brantlibrary.ca/triviakids before the trivia challenge
begins to pre-register.

KATHERINE BELL
link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary
twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary
Beginning Monday, April 12, kick off April Break with free online
programs at the County of Brant Public Library. Register now for
April Break by going to brantlibrary.ca/calendar or call library
staff at 519-442-2433 for assistance.
Children’s staff at the County of Brant Public Library have been
busy organizing fun and engaging programs for the upcoming
April Break! Online programs are available every day, running
from Monday, April 12 until Friday, April 16, 2021. Programs are
free and designed with all ages in mind.
Programs include online storytimes matched with free craft
activities. Registration is required to obtain a free craft kit, which
will be available for pickup beginning Monday, March 29 from
your preferred County of Brant library branch. On-demand videos
will be available on our YouTube channel at brantlibrary.ca/
youtube. As always, programs and kits are available on a first

From Tuesday to Friday, join us online for exciting Zoom
programs hosted by our children's staff. Virtual programs include
dreaming up new holidays, a fun Sink-or-Swim STEM test,
creating storytime props, hacking old toys, exploring insects,
and making birdfeeders. Registration is required, and program
kits are available for pickup from your preferred County of Brant
library branch before the Break.
Your County of Brant Public Library is committed to supporting
literacy and an early love of reading. Zeta Phillipo, Director of
Early Learning and Children’s Services, said, “We know it has
been an incredibly hard year for everyone, and we are really
looking forward to spring! Library staff have planned some fun
and relaxing programs over the April Break, and even though they
are virtual, they are still a wonderful way to connect and create!”
All April Break program information can be found by visiting us at
brantlibrary.ca/kidsprograms or while registering at brantlibrary.
ca/calendar. Connect with us in-branch or give us a ring at 519442-2433. Space is limited, so don’t wait to claim your spots.

WELCOME TO BSCENE... NOW IN YOUR HOME!
A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

JASON FREEZE

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca
Hello everyone and welcome to the April 2021
edition of BScene. For those of you who know
us, we have some big news to share! And to
those of you enjoying our paper for the first time,
welcome to our #BRANTastic community of
readers!
For the past six years, we've been showcasing
our community through our hundreds of drop
location partners, where readers would pick
up their papers. But with everything going on
these days, we decided to switch up our delivery
system and drop directly to people's homes
through Canada Post.
We're certainly excited to be starting up this new
delivery system. And we hope you'll enjoy it too!

Each month, we'll be rotating our delivery
route around the community. Plus we'll still be
delivering papers to a select group of drop spots
in different areas as well. And for those folks
wanting the paper in their mailbox every month,
we've started up a new subscription service
starting in April! A subscription to our paper is
only $30 (plus tax) for the entire year. So head on
over to www.bscene.ca to enter your details and
help to support your local paper!
As always, you can connect with us online as
well. Just head on over to www.bscene.ca and
you can check out our online Event Guide and
the digital copy of the paper. You can also join
our free, monthly email newsletter to get the
online version of the paper too. And you can join
us for updates on our Social Media channels @
BScenePaper.
There’s lots of ways to stay connected with us
and learn about our local community. So we
hope that you’ll enjoy a #BRANTastic read with
us each month!
Stay safe and stay healthy,
Jason – Owner of BScene

SUBSCRIBE
to get a Copy of BSCENE
Delivered to your Mailbox

https://bscene.ca/product/bscene-subscription

12 Monthly Issues
for $30

· Best Event Guide
· Articles
· A Look Back (History)
· Cover Story
· Not For Proﬁt
of the Month
· Community News
& Media Releases
· Your Neighbourhood
Experts
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Love Local • Love Brant!

Paris & District Chamber of Commerce
www.pariscoc.ca

Did you know?
• We have expanded our Autism Services to serve families
in Brantford and Brant County!
• We offer eligible services through the Ontario Autism Program (OAP)
including in-centre services and virtual family skill development.
• We have immediate openings available, book an intake appointment
by contacting us directly.
• Call Jessica at 905-689-4727 ext. 115
• email brantfordautismservices@woodview.ca.

To learn more: https://woodview.ca/brantford-autism-services
Our Walk-In Mental Health Clinics for youth up to 18 years
(and their families) are easier to access?
• Simply call 519-752-5308 and press ‘0’ or text 226-920-4472
to book an appointment with a counsellor.

Please reach out, you’re not alone.
https://woodview.ca/mental-health-walk-in-clinics

At MAY DESIGN Co. we specialize in e-design, with a focus on colour
and décor selection, furniture placement, and styling with packages
starting at just $25!
If you choose to work with MAY DESIGN Co., we will make it
our mission to understand your style perspective and bring your vision
to life. We’re passionate about picking colours, patterns, furniture,
and décor items, but also about maximizing the potential of each
nook and cranny to suit your needs.

Any space, any budget. We’ve got you!

P Y N X
DJ • AUDIO • VISUAL • EVENTS • RENTALS

Gold Level Sponsors

Paris
Many thanks to Enterprise Brant for assistance
through the RRRF2 Business Services Program
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Brantford Farmers’ Market
79 Icomm Drive

519.752.8824
 BrantfordFarmersMarket

Spring has Arrived so Come on Out ● produce ● meats

● cheese ● pastries
Fridays 9:00am - 2:00pm
● gifts
● lunch counter
Saturdays 7:00am - 2:00pm ● and much more

APRIL 2021

13

Now MORE THEN EVER LOCAL
BUSINESSES NEED YOUR SUPPORT

facebook twitter instagram

Shop Local

SPRING FLOWER
S
r&

ste
a
E
r
o
f
20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34 Brantford
 519-732-0629 (lunch & food shop)
 519-757-6527 (membership)
 ourkitchenbrantford.ca
  ourkitchenbrantford
 info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca

Tasty Treats & Meals to Go
Lunch & Food Shop
Mon. - Fri. 11am - 6pm
Sat. Market 9:30am - 3pm

ay
D
s
’
r
e
Moth

Meet the OKB Family

L to R:
Chef Jeulz
Commercial Kitchen Manager
& Food Specialist Business Consultant
Roxanne Girdlestone
Membership & Special Events Coordinator
Catherine Ferrar
Owner of OKB & The Jelly Girls

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

SOLUTION

to our Sudoku puzzle
(Page 6)

Experienced In Safe & Healthy Childcare. Before & Now.
As a licensed home childcare Agency, Wee Watch has always adhered to
the required standards for health and safety in our care homes. The
safety and well being of children and Providers is our first priority, that is
why we exceed many requirements and have added additional protocols
during the pandemic.
Wee Watch — Exceptional Homes.
Extraordinary Care.
Brantford-Brant 519-758-2703
weewatch.com

35yrs
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APRIL 18 - 24, 2021
Thank You!
To Keep Helping, visit www.brantfordfoodbank.ca

With the Help of Our Amazing Community
we have been able to Offer Help
to Thousands of People in Our Local Community

•
•
•
•

for
Dedicating Your Time & Talent
to
Tackle the World’s Most Pressing
Humanitarian Challenges

Supporting 15 Community Food Share Partners
We have Made Sure People Continue
to have Access to Food throughout the Pandemic

1,000,000+ pounds of Food and Groceries Distributed
868,000 Meals Provided
10,580 People Supported Each Month
Food Deliveries to over 1,000 People

Thank You to
Our Amazing Volunteers!

brantfordrotarysunrise.ca
brantfordrotary.com

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

Thank You to:

• the Government of Canada
• the Government of Ontario
• the City of Brantford
• Brant United Way
• Food Banks Canada
• Feed Ontario
• EVERY Individual Donor
• EVERY Business
• EVERY Group &
Foundation that has
supported Us
this year!

On behalf of all of us at Strong Start, we would like
to thank our Volunteer Coaches for generously
donating their time in schools to help children learn to read. This is a lasting
gift! Last year, with the support of hundreds of caring individuals working
one-on-one with children, over 1,300 children in Brant, Haldimand and
Norflolk communities were set on a path for success in school and in life.
Thank you as well to our Site Co-ordinators, School Administrators, Teachers
and School Secretaries who help make our Letters, Sounds and Words™
program happen. Thank you also to our volunteers who are waiting to
return to schools when it is safe to do so. We truly are better together!
Strong Start® Charitable Organization is a Registered Canadian Children’s Charity #825948060RR0001

www.strongstart.ca

APRIL 2021

LAND THAT JOB: STRATEGIES TO HELP
YOU PREPARE FOR A JOB INTERVIEW
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For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

Sponsored by
HEATHER VANNER

stressful questions and environments.

link crs-help.ca/foodbank
Facebook brantfordfoodbank
Twitter @crsbrantford
The job interview is the single most important step in the whole job
search process. No interview means no job offer, no salary, and no
benefits.
Throughout the job interview, your major purpose should be to
sell yourself to the employer; at the same time, you want to get as
much information about the job and the employer as you can in
order to decide whether the job is right for you. The purpose of an
initial job interview is to get a second interview or a job offer.
Preparation is the key to interview success. Before the interview,
these are some key things to research:
•

What the company does

•

The company's mission

•

Company culture

•

Company size

•

Job description

•

News and recent events

•

Social media presence

Another important strategy to ace an interview is to practice your
interview responses. This will increase your confidence and reduce
the intimidation factor. This also allows you to relax and respond to

Before the interview, reread the job description and review your
resume. If there are gaps between jobs on your resume, rehearse
and prepare responses to questions about that. Take multiple
copies of your resume with you and be prepared to walk them
through your career journey that explains how your qualifications
and skills are connected to the role you are applying for.
During an interview be honest and yet portray yourself in the best
light possible. Be positive about your level of knowledge and skills
and be ready to demonstrate your value as a potential co-worker.
Show them you are enthusiastic, confident and possess a good
energy level.
Come prepared with approximately three questions that you want
to ask the employer. This is your chance to ask for clarification on
areas in which you have an interest or have read about.
Finally relax and have everything ready ahead of time:
•

Clothes

•

Extra resumes

•

References

•

Your transportation

•

Get a good night’s sleep

Remember, there is a job for you, and we can help you find it.
Landing the job is about selling yourself, your skills and your
abilities. We can help. Call us at 519-751-4357 to speak with one of
our Employment Specialists.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

519 759 3511

www.millards.com

GRCOA CELEBRATES THE VALUE OF ONE, THE POWER OF MANY
Full colour version

LINDA MOYER
link grcoa.ca

black version
(for photcopies, fax etc.)

COMMUNITY AT
HOME WORKSHOPS
FREE VIRTUAL SERIES
you can participate in
without leaving your home!

Everything You Need to
Know All in One Place

GRCOA.CA

The Grand River Council on Aging is proud to
Grand River
celebrate National
Volunteer Week from April 18th
Council on Aging
to 24th. The 2021 theme, The Value of One, The
Power of Many, reflects the individual and collective
efforts we have seen during the pandemic and
the magic that happens when we work together
towards a common purpose.
The physical, social and emotional toll the
pandemic has played in our lives over the last year
is overwhelming. The need to stay connected and
engaged is key to maintaining a balanced state of
well-being for people aged from 5 to 105! Older
adults have been majorly impacted by the social
distancing guidelines and some have experienced
pronounced feelings of isolation and loneliness.
The Grand River Council on Aging “Community at
Home” free virtual workshop series has been a life
line for local seniors looking to learn, socialize, and
have fun.
The program is unique in that it features virtual
programming and activities provided by older adult
volunteers who were recruited to virtually facilitate
the events, lead brain teasers and stretch breaks,
and announce new resources and local events on

the GRCOA website. The workshops are proving
to be popular with between 30 and 40 participants
registered for each event to hear topics related to
health, finance, security, and lifestyle.
Workshop participants receive an email newsletter
advising of the next workshop, upcoming
community events, informative articles and links to
important resources. To subscribe to the GRCOA
Newsletter go to www.grcoa.ca and click on
“Subscribe.”
GRCOA has several projects that rely on the skills
and dedication of volunteers. Lucy Marco, President
of the Grand River Council on Aging pointed out “that
the INFO HUB and the Community at Home virtual
bi-weekly workshops and newsletters are a result of
that volunteer dedication.”
The launch of the Seniors’ Discount Directory was
also the result of the efforts of a dedicated team
of volunteers. The free online directory, funded
by the Levante Foundation, provides access to
over 250 discounts in Brantford, Brant County and
Six Nations. The 55 plus population will now be
able to maximize savings on accommodations,
entertainment, food and restaurants, financial and
legal services, personal care services, retail, trades
and transportation - all with a few clicks of the
mouse.
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THE VALUE OF ONE, THE POWER OF MANY TO BUILD COMMUNITY
lost their jobs during the pandemic and needed to
stay active. We had long-time volunteers mentoring
brand new volunteers – inspired by the lock down to
give back what they could, and more conscious of the
value of their time. You, the volunteers, were able to
support staff at a time when we were stretched thin,
but we had to persevere for the sake of our Future
Homeowners.
To all our volunteers that we have not been able to
see since the Covid-19 outbreak began… we miss
you. And we cannot wait to welcome you back when
you are ready. Even if you are unable to leave your
home, please continue advocating for us and our
families. Support the ReStore by shopping online and
donating. Tell your family, friends and neighbours to
do the same – perhaps you will motivate them to start
volunteering!

RENEE VANDERHARST
link habitatbn.org
pinterest brantrestore
Twitter @HabitatBN
My personal mantra is “Where you live isn’t your
community unless you do something to make it a
better place.” That’s what volunteers do – generously
give their time, talent, and experience in order to
help others and improve our community. While there
are many different volunteer motivations volunteer
managers often hear, “It’s the right thing to do,” “I
wanted to give back,” or “I might not have much – but
I am fortunate to have more than some, and I have
time.”
Across Canada, April 18th to 24th marks National
Volunteer Week in 2021. It’s the week where most
organizations simultaneously shine a spotlight on the
amazing individuals that make our work possible.
Volunteers are the driving force both on the front lines,
and behind the scenes. Many hands make for light
work and they take our vision and make it a reality.
At Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario, we believe
everyone deserves a safe, decent, affordable place
to call home. A Habitat home is a stabilizing force
for a family. Better, affordable living conditions lead
to improved health, stronger childhood development
and the ability — and financial flexibility — to make
forward-looking choices. During this pandemic, as

Submitted photos/graphics.

Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN

we are being instructed to stay home, imagine what
this past year has been like for those struggling with
overpriced, overcrowded, inadequate, unsafe and / or
unhealthy living conditions.
Despite everything we experienced in 2020 – the
uncertainty, the obstacles, the changing rules and
varying guidelines – Habitat for Humanity Heartland
Ontario saw a total of 675 unique volunteers
contribute more than 36,500 hours. Of them, 191
volunteers and 13,400 hours were local to the BrantNorfolk chapter. That time was spent in the ReStore,
on the construction site, in the office, volunteering
from home, and working at the committee or board
level – helping us navigate these unprecedented
times.
To each and every one of you who were able to
support Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario in
2020, our most heartfelt THANK YOU. We had help
from individuals from all different walks of life; from
students to retirees, from professionals to those that

The National Volunteer Week theme for 2021 is,
“The Value of One, The Power of Many.” Shared by
Volunteer Canada, it reflects on the awe-inspiring
acts of kindness by millions of individuals and the
magic that happens when we work together toward
a common purpose. As a nation this past year,
we have seen people supporting family, friends,
neighbours, and strangers. We’ve witnessed people
standing up to racism, defending women’s rights, and
sharing insights on how to create a more just and
equitable society. We recognize the power of people,
organizations, and sectors working together. (You can
visit volunteer.ca to learn more.)
On a final note, please thank a volunteer. I realize they
don’t give their time for the praise, but they do deserve
our recognition all 52 weeks of the year. Thank
every volunteer you come across in the community.
Thank them and be inspired by them. Find a way, find
an organization, where you can give back – make
where you live your community. If for you Habitat for
Humanity is that place, get in touch – we would love to
chat with you.

APRIL 2021

facebook twitter instagram

17

BSCENE
NOT FOR PROFIT SPOTLIGHT
SHEILA MOORE
link parisbrantkiwanis.org
facebook parisbrant.kiwanis
twitter @kiwanispb

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to
improving the world one child and one community at a time.
Service is at the heart of every Kiwanis club, no matter where in the world it
is situated. Whether it’s located in a Province, a Kingdom, a Région, a Parish,
a Zone, a State, a District or a Territory, Kiwanis is a positive influence in
communities worldwide. Our vision can be expressed very simply — so
that one day, all children will wake up in communities that believe in them,
nurture them and provide the support they need to thrive.
That support can take many
forms because the needs of
children vary dramatically
from one country, and one
community, to the next. The
Kiwanis Club of Paris-Brant’s
mission is to make a difference
for the kids in Brant County.
You will be familiar with the
Kiwanis Springtime in Paris
Festival held each year the first
weekend in June. Like every
other major community event,
COVID-19 has forced us to forgo
it again for 2021.
We have had to carve out a
few other service projects this
past year as well. A long-time
favourite for our members, and
Breakfast with Santa 2019.
popular with parents, has been
our Kiwanis Teddy Bear Clinics.
We hold a Clinic in Paris on the Saturday of Family Day Weekend. We are
fortunate to count among our club membership a retired Medical Doctor, a
Pharmacist, a Dental Clinic and an Eye Care Clinic. Young children, typically
ages 2 to 7, bring in their stuffed animals or dolls for a check-up with the
doctor, a visit to the pharmacist, a dental check-up and an eye exam. That
day, the child becomes the parent and their treasured companion becomes
the patient. This event is designed to help alleviate the fears children may
have when visiting a medical professional. Children enjoy a comfortable
atmosphere while becoming acquainted with the questions asked, and the
medical instruments used during real examinations. At other times of the
year, we have taken our clinics to Burford, Scotland, and St. George. The
County of Brant Public Library has graciously provided us with the use of
their space at their various branches and organizes a craft and reading nook
(aka Waiting Room) while the patients wait their turn.
Other initiatives put on hold, until vaccinations come to our rescue, include
our annual Kiwanis Breakfast with Santa and the volunteer time many of
our members give packing up food for delivery to schools as part of our
neighbourhood FOOD4KIDS program. We traditionally sponsor kids to attend
our Kiwanis Key Leader Camp. That weekend focuses on providing tools for
teenagers to develop leadership skills. That, too, was cancelled in 2020.
However, just because we find ourselves limited in what we are able to
do, the needs of our kids have not diminished. That means we’ve had to
find more creative ways to raise funds with activities that can be effectively
managed following the masking and social distancing guidelines. We held

Teddy Bear Clinic Dental Check-up. (Photos submitted))

a COVID-relief Valentine’s Day Concert using Zoom and Facebook Live
where several talented local singers and musicians donated their time to
participate. The money raised is helping us provide financial support for kids
and families feeling the effects of food insecurity. (At the time of writing this)
March 27th is our next Kiwanis Food Drive in support of the Paris Food Bank.
Kiwanis has also partnered with the Ontario Staples stores to order and
distribute greatly needed supplies to area schools, purchased from the
donations collected during their annual Back-to-School Drive. On April
24th, our members will be selling soup, outside the Little Bread Company
in Paris, to support The Raw Carrot Soup Enterprise. The Raw Carrot is a
not-for-profit social enterprise that provides meaningful employment for
people on social assistance,
or with barriers to traditional
employment in Ontario.
Our Club is celebrating its 20th
Anniversary this year. We are
hopeful that the provincial
guidelines for gatherings will
be loosened, by late summer,
so we can host a celebratory
Family Fun Event. What we
have in mind can be readily
“choreographed” to continue
to follow social distancing
guidelines. Check our website
and Facebook in June, for an
update.
The Kiwanis Club of ParisFOOD4KIDS Packing.
Brant is different from most.
Ten years ago, we changed
our format to a 3-2-1 Club. That means we strive for an annual average of 3
hours of service per member/month, while enjoying 2 hours of fellowship,
with only 1 general meeting each month. The purpose of that change
was not to lessen our members’ contribution but to re-direct the time,
formerly spent in meetings, to actively delivering hands-on service in our
communities.
To put it simply, more hands allow us to benefit more kids, more often, and
in more ways. If you are looking for an opportunity to have a positive impact
on your community, and have some time to volunteer, please reach out. Call
Sheila at 519-302-0372 or write to kiwanisparisbrant@gmail.com.
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MEMORIES OF
Submitted photo

WALTER GRETZKY
DAVID MCKEE, TOWN CRIER, BRANTFORD

from their hero and the tournament started a few minutes late.

These very personal memories of Walter Gretzky are in no particular order
as I have forgotten when many of them happened.

A number of years later, we were both part of the opening ceremony of the
Ontario Curling Tankard at the Gretzky Centre. There were no wings and no
kids, but it was another special moment for me as I cried the proclamation,
standing next to Walter.

I do remember the last time I was able to spend time chatting with Walter.
It was a couple of years ago, at the annual Phyllis Gretzky Memorial Golf
Classic, a fundraiser for the Lung Association. We had lunch together before
everyone hit the links.
Another annual fundraiser for the Lung Association is the Walter Gretzky
Street Hockey Tournament. It once made the Guinness Book of World
Records for the greatest number of teams in a tournament. Even my dog,
Beau, enjoyed hanging out with Walter at these opening ceremonies.
Wherever we went fans wanted photos. Walter had an innate sense of
organization for such things and would organize both the subjects of the
photos and the photographers.
Another of Walter’s causes was the CNIB and the W. Ross MacDonald School
(for deaf and deaf-blind kids). Walter had some of his hockey star friends
send used hockey sticks, which were donated to the creative students at the
school. They made beautiful furniture of them. One bench is on display at
the Brantford Tourism Centre.
In 2007, Bylaw # 99 proclaimed Walter to be Honourary Lord Mayor of
Brantford. Not only did I proudly read the proclamation, but also I worked
with hatter John McMicking to produce the tri-corn hat that became part of
his regalia.
A number of years ago, I was sitting in Walter’s living room when he
expressed his opinion of athletes who mistreated their fans by illegibly
signing autographs so the fan could not remember who the player was, and/
or charging a fee for an autograph. On that occasion, I autographed one of
my Town Crier bookmarks for Walter and he autographed a Wayne Gretzky
postcard, which remains pinned to my bulletin board. He gave me one of his
pens for those rare occasions when I am asked for an autograph.

One of my grandsons was thrilled to spend time in Walter’s basement
museum to Wayne. He tried on several of Wayne’s team jerseys and
accumulated many other memories.
When the ten-year-old son of one of my wife, Betty Jean’s students
was stricken with cancer, his hockey team in Kitchener wanted to hold
a fundraiser to help him. All I had to do was ask and Walter donated an
autographed photo of Wayne that the team auctioned off. They got enough
money to buy the boy a laptop computer so he could keep up his schoolwork
while in hospital.
I always tell people that Brantford is “the Centre of the Universe” because
Walter Gretzky says so, and I never question anyone who signs his name W.
Gretzky.
In 2015, at a Town Crier World Tournament in New Zealand, I was awarded
the Ambassador Award. A secret panel of judges bestows this award upon
the Crier who best represents their community. I know Walter was a great
part of that award because when my name was called, someone near
the back of the room shouted, “The Centre of the Universe!” and Walter’s
message resounded in the Southern Hemisphere.
I remember sitting with Walter in the VIP tent during the Canada Day events.
He would just get started on what could have been a wonderful story when
someone would come over to talk to him. I don’t know if I ever heard a
complete story.
It was always a treat to be part of the Canada Day Citizenship Court. Walter
would address the new Canadians and tell them about his own heritage.
He was one of the inspirations for a line I frequently use in Town Crier
proclamations: “united through diversity”.

We both attended Tournament Capital of Ontario luncheons. Attendees
would rise and identify themselves. Walter liked to say, “I’m Walter Gretzky,
Mario Lemieux’s dad.” At lunches like this, and at other events that involved
food, Walter would say the Grace. His spiritual side was always present.

Whilst representing Brantford in parades in other communities, I invite
people to “visit Brantford, the Telephone City, North America’s first Nations
in Bloom World Champion, Tournament Capital of Ontario and home of the
Great One’s Dad.”

Walter was known for his very corny jokes – even cornier than mine. And he
liked to break into song at the drop of a hat. Spending time with Walter was
very entertaining.

It is my great honour to share my memories of Walter Gretzky, the world’s
greatest hockey dad. While I only met Wayne once, at the reopening of the
Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre, I was fortunate to spend wonderful moments
with his father.

There was a Tourism event to promote Brantford at Wayne Gretzky’s
Restaurant in Toronto. Walter went up to some of the diners like he was the
maitre d’ asking if they were enjoying their lunch and that his son owned the
restaurant. The look on the customers’ faces was priceless!
We were both officiating the grand opening of the 1999 Nokia Cup curling
tournament at the Brantford & District Civic Centre. While we waited in the
wings, a group of kids spotted Walter and asked for autographs. He always
had his blue autograph pen handy and insisted on personalizing each and
every one and making sure he spelled the kids’ names correctly. To the
consternation of the organizers, every child left happy with an autograph

Walter Gretzky is firmly entrenched in the historic annals of Brantford.
A park, a golf course and a street are named for him. He is one of the
highlights of the Brantford & District Sports Hall of Recognition and, of
course, the sculpture at the front of the WGSC.
These are my memories of Walter Gretzky and I will miss the opportunity to
add to them.
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WALTER GRETZKY
Submitted photo

CANADA’S HOCKEY DAD,
FRIEND, VOLUNTEER, FATHER
through the massive crowd of people that were surrounding
Wally, I suddenly felt a pain in my backside. I initially thought it
was a hornet that stung me, but as I turned around, I saw Wally
alter Gretzky’s passing has clearly affected hundreds
standing there, holding my sword. He had this twinkle in his eye
of thousands of people all around the world. His family
and childlike, devilish smile. He poked me with the sword! We
is undoubtedly enduring the heaviest loss. That loss
trickles down proportionately to others who knew him in a variety had such a great time in the parade and laughed the whole way
of ways. To many he is remembered as the hockey dad, but to his through! Oh, and he stuck me one more time before the day was
over, so I confiscated his sword.
family he is remembered lovingly as just, dad. To me, he is and
Another time, I was with Wally when a large bundle of mail
will forever be remembered as a remarkable friend.
arrived. He opened a few envelopes, setting each of them aside
Over forty years ago, I nervously walked up to the door at Varadi,
until he saw one letter in particular. He held this letter in his
home to the Gretzky’s. My knock was answered by a beautiful
hands for a long time. He looked at me with tears in his eyes and
lady; her spectacular blue eyes made me speechless. I cannot
passed me the letter; it was from Eyesight Universal. The family
remember the words that came out of my mouth, but whatever
they were, Phyllis still invited me inside. Stepping over that narrow unselfishly leveraged their fame and influence to host countless
threshold changed my life and the life of my family forever. Walter charitable events, the biggest local one being Wayne’s personal
‘Classic’ in support of the visually impaired. The letter stated that
was delighted to see me and greeted me as an old friend; we
because the Gretzky’s had donated a sum of money for a mobile
all know that was his trademark. I was also warmly hugged by
hospital, over 150,000 people in India were now cataract free.
Wally’s sister, Ellen. All five of Wally’s kids were under the age
ZIG MISIAK

W

The last event was personal and touching. At the national
conference of the Polish Combatants, Br.#4, in October 2019, I
had the honour of presenting the biography of Walter’s family
Most of my time spent with Wally was private encounters and I
bear testament to the fact that he was always the compassionate, history. His father was in the Canadian army during WW1 and
his Polish family was in Europe during WW2. Wally received the
focused, generous and caring Wally that everyone knew and will
coveted SPK Polish Gold Cross medal and it was pinned near his
continue to love. I often find myself thinking about the countless
father’s WW1 medals that I had put on him at home. Throughout
memories that I have of Wally. Whether it was indulging and
the evening, he kept looking down at his medal, touching it and
bonding with him over the Polish food at Wayne’s wedding,
looking at me with humble eyes.
collecting golf balls with him on the family farm, witnessing him
A private letter, for the Gretzky family, is forthcoming from
asking folks at banquets to recite a prayer of thanks with him
Andrzej Duda, President of Poland, and Andrzej Kurnicki, Polish
before eating or collecting broken hockey sticks for recycling.
Ambassador to Canada.
Walter continuously exhibited traits of a kind-hearted man. He
drove children to church and did yard work there as well. He spent We all know wonderful, unselfish, generous and loving people.
time at homeless shelters and picked up fallen poppies that he
I was married to one, Sharon, who also loved Wally. He had a
found on the ground. He was a storyteller, a jig-dancer, a singer, a distinct advantage but did not covet his fame and influence, but
prankster; he was Walter.
instead showered it upon everyone within his reach and beyond. I
of nineteen and the family altogether, created a warm, lived in
atmosphere; a home.

believe Wally was saint-like, the closest I have ever come to one
One of my fondest memories was when Wally and I were coParade Marshall’s in the Ancaster Heritage Parade in July of 2019. and he truly walked in the footsteps of Jesus.
I dressed Wally in one of my War of 1812 uniforms, including
In my heart I know what Wally would want us to do,
a sword; he loved history. We were running late getting there,
simply walk in those same footsteps as he did too.
but the parade would not leave without us. As I tried to get
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Cele�ating

WALTER GRETZKY

READERS REMEMBER THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF WALTER GRETZKY

Barb Dennis Smith

"Leaving flowers in honour of Walter"
Barb Dennis Smith

"Walter Gretzky Canada Day"
Heather Cardle

David Marshall

Chrissy Thompson

"Firing up Carling's Team with a pep talk"
Anne Ruddell

"Checking out the Basement"
Steve Kuiack

Barbara Myltschenko

"Myself, daughter & Walter after the bicentennial ceremony
for community volunteers and leaders"
Greg Baetz

Connie Pomerleau

"Brantford Burst"
Patti PJ Jones

Barbara Myltschenko

"Faith and Walter watching the planes
at the Brantford Airport"
Amy Jackson

"Walter Golfing"
Wendy Oliver
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Samantha Smith

"Hike for Hospice"
Wendy Oliver

Laurrie Radersma

Cap Eton

Sam Grewal

Corrie Hunter-Francis

"Sean P, Sean, Walter & Payton"
Danielle Gosselin

"Walking with Walter at his last Hike for Hospice"
Debbie Clayton

Norm Tolhurst
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Patrice Payne

Kelly Marie Hunter

"Having breakfast at Brantford Airport"
Elise Oxford

Samantha Whitlow

Irina Rovic
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

TUSCARORA TOWNSHIP: PART 1
he Haudenosaunee supported the British
during the American Revolutionary War.
When the Americans defeated the British the
Haudenosaunee lost their land base in the
Finger Lakes Region of New York State. The
Treaty of Paris of 1783 which officially ended
the War was negotiated between the British
and the Americans. The Haudenosaunee were
not included in the negotiations. Being left out
of the treaty negotiations Joseph Brant lobbied
Frederick Haldimand, the Governor of the
Province of Quebec (which at the time included
what is now Ontario) for compensation for their
support of the Crown and the subsequent loss of
their land in America.
In order to find a territory for the Haudenosaunee
to move to, Frederick Haldimand negotiated
the Between the Lakes Purchase with the
Mississaugas in 1784 for the acquisition of about
3 million acres of land. On 25-October-1784
Haldimand granted to the Mohawks and all those
that followed, a tract of land, six miles in depth, on
each side of the Grand River from its mouth to its
source. Because the land was poorly understood
at the time there was uncertainty with the
description of the lands in the original surrender
thus a survey of the land was conducted and
Treaty 3 was entered into in 1792 to clarify what
was ceded. The surveyed revealed that the
source of the Grand River was not included in
the purchased lands so John Graves Simcoe, the
lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada, terminated
the Haudenosaunee land grant at the Jones
Baseline Road which was the eastern boundary of
the Between the Lakes Purchase.
Treaty 4, also known as the Simcoe Patent, was
issued in 1793. The Treaty clarified ambiguities
in the Haldimand Proclamation and allowed the
government to construct roads that crossed the
Haldimand Tract.
The Simcoe Patent did not confer the land to the
Haudenosaunee as an estate in fee simple as
Joseph Brant expected but rather as an estate
in leasehold from the Crown. The deed also
restricted the ability of the Haudenosaunee to sell
land to white settlers. They could sell land to each
other but only the Crown could sell land to white
settlers requiring the Haudenosaunee to sell land
to the Crown who would sell it to the white settler.

Brant realised that
immigrants from Europe
were coming to North
America and there was
nothing the Haudenosaunee
could do to stop this. Brant
wanted to firmly establish
the Haudenosaunee in the
Grand River Valley before
they were overrun by the
newly arriving settlers.
Although the Haldimand
Tract was reserved for the
Haldimand Tract This is a survey of the Six Nations’ lands completed in 1821. It is sometimes called the Ridout
Haudenosaunee, Brant
Survey because Thomas Ridout was the Surveyor General of Upper Canada at the time. The map depicts the lands
invited white settlers to
granted to the Six Nations, under the Haldimand Proclamation of 1784, along the Grand River. The original survey
was undertaken in 1791 to define the area, but records of it were lost. (Source: Public Archives of Canada)
settle there. These early
settlers were his friends
Squatters
and acquaintances from the Mohawk Valley of
As settlers passed through the territory, many
New York State. They were skilled tradesmen and
started to settle by squatting on the land, that
farmers who would assist the Haudenosaunee
is, to settle the land without title to the land. The
settle their new wilderness territory by teaching
Haudenosaunee did not have the resources to
them best farming practices.
police and remove these squatters. The colonial
Many of these invited white settlers received
government also did not have the resources to
999-year leases, commonly referred to as Brant
police such a large and mostly uninhabited area.
Leases. Some acquired land through marriage.
You could argue that the government also lacked
The problem Brant faced was that the territory
the desire to as well.
was too small for a hunting ground and too large
By the 1830s, the problem of white encroachment
for the small population of Haudenosaunee to
on the Haudenosaunee lands was becoming
clear and cultivate the land. The population of the
acute. The land was occupied by squatters,
Haudenosaunee was about 1,600.
settlers who bought lots directly from
Townships were laid out and surveyed in advance
Haudenosaunee individuals, and those that
of the settlers’ arrival. Southern Ontario was
acquired rights to their land through transactions
opened up through the construction of roads to
with the Six Nations. The colonial government did
facilitate travel and trade inland. Dundas Street,
not recognise any of these claims as legitimate.
also known as the Governor’s Road, today’s
Surrender of the Haldimand Tract
highway 99, 5 and 2, and improvements to the
To deal with the squatters issue, Samuel P.
Detroit Trail, today’s highways 2 and 53 were two
Jarvis, the Chief Superintendent of the Indian
key roads completed in the late 18th-century and
Department, urged the Haudenosaunee to
early 19th-century.
surrender much of their land to the government
In order to force the issue regarding whether the
and reduce the area they occupied. The
land was held in fee simple or leasehold, Brant
government would administer the land to their
sold six blocks of land of the tract in 1798 to white
sole benefit and take the necessary measures
settlers/investors directly, without the consent of
to force squatters off the land and not permit
the colonial government. This was a controversial
white settlers to settle on the territory the
move within the community. The conservative
Haudenosaunee retreated to. The surrender of
Iroquois of the Longhouse religion regarded the
Haudenosaunee held land in the Haldimand Tract
lands as a sacred trust, not to be sold to white
was made on 18-January-1841.
settlers. These sales were designed to establish a
The colonial government then proceeded to take
yearly annuity for the Haudenosaunee.
measures to remove squatters from the land in
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the Haldimand Tract. On 11-May-1839, An Act for
the Protection of the Lands of the Crown in This
Province From Trespass and Injury was passed.
This Act created a commission to investigate land
complaints and take action to remove the squatter
from the land. In 1840, the government began to
remove what they referred to as intruders, from
the Haldimand Tract.
Establishment of Reserve
In 1843, the Haudenosaunee agreed to occupy
Tuscarora Township plus 17 lots along the Grand
River that were in Onondaga Township, and six
lots on the western end of Oneida Township in
Haldimand County adjacent to the Tuscarora
Township. This Reserve was proclaimed on
20-January-1844. In 1847, David Thorburn,
Superintendent of the Six Nations, was tasked
with relocating the Haudenosaunee onto the
reserve.

facebook twitter instagram
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white settlement
caused the
Mississaugas to
consider relocating
their village. In
1847, the Six
Nations Council
made them an
unsolicited offer
of land on their
Reserve.

266 Mississaugas'
relocated to
Tuscarora
Township. Those
that moved were
largely Methodists.
Rev. William
Ryerson established
a mission church
The name of the township comes from the
for them in 1848.
Tuscarora tribe, part of the Iroquoian family. The
Rising prosperity
Tuscarora’s were originally based in what is now
through farming
North Carolina. In 1711, they began a war with the
allowed the
Tuscarora Township Map. (Source: created by the author)
British settlers who were annexing their territory
Mississaugas to buy
and kidnapping their children. They were defeated
cheques.
their Reserve lands
in 1713 and headed north to the Finger Lakes
In 1847, a number of squatters refused to move
from the Six Nations on 14-July-1903 for $10,000.
region of New York State. They were admitted to
and the government decided to prosecute them
Removal of Squatters
the Five Nations confederacy in 1722.
as trespassers. The squatters lost their case and
Squatters were made to leave the land postMississaugas of the Credit
were given 30 days to vacate their properties.
haste and received no compensation for the
They filed an appeal but their convictions were
The Mississaugas established themselves on the
improvements they made to the property which
upheld. The squatters then petitioned the
north shore of Lake Ontario between 1695 and
included land clearing, and construction of
Legislative Assembly about their claims. A
1720. By 1820, the Mississaugas occupied a mere
houses, barns, and sheds. After considering the
Committee stuck by the Assembly upheld their
two hundred acre tract on the east side of the
protests of the squatters, the government agreed
eviction but recommended fair compensation be
Credit River, roughly where the Queen Elizabeth
to give the squatters the right of first refusal to
given to them. A few squatters were removed
Way crosses the Credit River, in present day
purchase the property they occupied, except for
in April 1851. The remaining squatters agreed
Mississauga. By 1840, the continued pressure of
squatters in Tuscarora Township.
to leave after they harvested their crops. When
Although the government
they did not leave as they had agreed to, the
began the process of
Sherriff removed them in February 1852. The
removing squatters from
whole removal process was costly and frustrating.
Haudenosaunee territory in
Between 1846 and 1853, nine squatters who
1840, settlers continued to
received compensation returned to the Reserve
encroach and in Tuscarora
and twenty-one others had entered the Reserve
Township specifically; some with the intention of squatting. By 1855 all the
by squatting and some
squatters had been removed. It took 14 years to
by buying lots from the
remove white settlers from the Reserve.
Haudenosaunee directly.
By the end of 1848, most of the Haudenosaunee
The government wanted
had relocated to the Reserve. A few families
all non Haudenosaunee
down river relocated as late as 1851. With the
off the Reserve by
relocation, the Mohawk Village was virtually
1-January-1845. This
deserted. The village had about 24 houses in 1844
would be easier said than
but only about five families remained in 1856.
done. The government
would compensate
land holders who made
property improvements
Government Acts that preceded
if they could show they
the Indian Act of 1876
were authorised by the
government to occupy the
• Act for the Protection of the
land prior to 1841. The
Indians in Upper Canada 1839
government decided to
offer compensation for
• Gradual Civilisation Act 1857
land improvements to
squatters who settled in
Tuscarora Township prior
• Gradual Enfranchisement Act
to
January
1844.
Those
that
Credit River Reserve Purple: One-mile tract on each side of the Credit River reserved by the Native Mississaugas
1869
in Treaty 13A, 2-August-1805. Yellow: Part of the area ceded on 28-February-1820, in Treaty 22. This entire area is
demonstrated they had left
known as the Credit Indian Reserve. Red: 200-acre reserve set aside solely for the use of the Native Mississaugas in
the Reserve where issued
Treaty 23. (Source: HeritageMississauga.com/the-mississaugas/)

WHAT'S
HAPPENING
At Brantford Public Library

SPRING BREAK ACTIVITES

VIRTUAL AUTHOR TALK

DIGITAL MAGAZINES

Your kids will love the activities in our
Spring Break kits.

Join us for a virtual author talk with
Karen McBride.

Download full editions of digital
magazines with our Libby app.

Plus, join us for registered events
featuring children's authors, and more.
Visit our Home Based Activities page for
more information.

An intimate online discussion with an
author CBC Books called "one to watch!"
Register for this April 29 event through
the library website.

More than 3,000 magazines are available,
including US Weekly, National
Geographic, The Economist, and more.

Hey Brantford! Complete our survey.
Complete our survey for a chance to win an iPad!
From March 24 to April 14, we are asking the entire community to complete a brief survey.
This will help the library plan how to best serve our growing community today and into the
future.

Visit www.brantfordlibrary.ca/survey

